: HISTORICAL REVIEW OF i
. BRANCH COUNTY., MICHIGAN i
E (1933) P

:

s

:
f







f Branch

Michig

AT——

compr

-



T e PR T S R SR e A A e SR e A I S




HISTORICAL REVIEW of
BRANCH COUNTY
MICHIGAN

rice 50«
.
=23t Lhicago Street
—— Coldwatar, Michigan 49038
( 171 4 1/ ;_" ? -'RJ'
BA' | BETHEI
] i BUTLER, CALIFOR \
( \TE] IRARD. GILEAD
KINDERH . OBLI MATTI
(VT il Y, LR Wl
1)

';i
i
.__.g
|
1




PERFECT CIRCLE RINGS —Day and Night Ser - UNIVERSAL BATTERIES
/)‘J- e -("’.'ﬁ—_/
_ STEENMAN’S
Se e Garage and Battery Sh
Service Garage and Battery Shop
fll-. X _,-"". & [\]; il ‘.__. o7l . :‘f‘.'.l r..‘l\:

FORDS A SPECIALTY

137 Harrison Street COLDWATER, MICHIGAN

BQAF\JCH COUNTY

p—,
o '——-r'_" s -
IE o e T -
< a ...’—.'_‘._
/l i 'l I | = ‘f
Jrr=d &7 ey |
e 7 b e L
| [ - \
| = i iy o0t
SHEPWEIOD |
4 "o
o SHERWY
alj- 1/ — | -
~ i
A" ) L
5| MATTESON| BATAVIA | Y
e MAT .
b - 4 L
= ' | 22
3| - Al ] . sOEwavsl
B e e
L e > o e
: I ~y _-.._;_H,..-—*-'
1~ BRONSON| BETHEL (¥ ovip LGANSEE. |
e P ; o
et “\'_.'_ any” ™ < g ‘
s 1 ‘ i |
= = = “L ¢ v_ |
- lo wfanb — o | ey | -
r_r'< ¥ .,--‘.":. L £ mosty | |
i 1 g aia : |
~NOBLE ILEAD 3 ook CAL RN |
‘!-O - g --I_ :.“_‘ - -..:__._‘ = I' ==

LEGG BUILDERS STORE

COLDWATER, MICHIGAN
/_rz'.-‘(‘ (..;.-'.\‘.’; ‘11,.:-{.; 5 O

Lumber— Paint— Buildine Materials




G’RES HOUND INN

DS AT REASONABLE PRICES

HISTORY OF
BRANCH COUNTY, MICHIGAN

——gp—

it history
iid be no |
arned fro }
r pi . rl..-'l.
I rly
(-7 1 _Il:.
e
I'he Lewis Print Shop
,l‘"rf.-.' L F Coitn J;'/ . =i ’,l\_.
COMMERCIAL AND SOCIETY PRINTING
Phone 360-M
101 W. CHIGAGOD ROAD STURGIS, MICHIGAN




E. R. CRANDALL

..1 !J“f .I.-'I.I' { ir- / /) 44 l 4 1’. i -"li'f i lxll il -'..J-.._. _1 Jlrn n\ll fil ',..[..
AGENT FOR THE CELEBRATED HEN

SEE US FOR INSURANCE

33 N. MONROE 81 PHONE 250-R COLDWATER, MICH

BRANCH COUNTY (Continued

this

and none too
home in the x
raise their own food their

ple deserve our greatest g

e pec
A surveying party from Detroit about 1526 nan
er, returned to Detroit and told of f
Valley wh 1 several of o n
r retu Pige ind pe
India and they s

to follow the Chicag
This was the start of emigration in southern Mich

True, there were a few daring white men scattered her
great forests trading with the Indians but the real e
come

Under the various townships we
as space permits so we will only me

¢ major things

As highways were almr
pend upon water navigation.

unknown in the early davs traffic had
Union City in this county was especially 1

Chaality SETVICE

) ; Coldwater
_ Flynn’s Co-operative Co.
Chick Hatchery LIVE STOCK, GRAIN,

: BEANS. CLOVER SEED.,
ks—Custom Hatching FERTILIZERS, ET(

Babwv C

595 West Chicago Street Also Grinding

Telephone 298-] Coldwater, Mich, PHONE 68 COLDWATER




D. Delves

HANDISE

| Home | { and I
| A

| )

]

COLDWATER
PROVISION CO.

BREANCH COUNTY ((

r oats ran as far up th
It nent rec Uniox
n | ‘... N ) >
stat iT yat
T haed t ¥
| ng ki
: ad I I ally
B ideb
Tr
prodd T
ir t It P
| ir s
i T n began
e AT 1 I v
1 and ter T 15 £
rs 1 1 Thi
1 n Ll | mmunity
B ity dr ith re att
t 163 v. T 7
i el 1 i w ,
mn nt t te n th
f X t Ind
tey t1 W
v 1#
1 r
3 t i
Y g |

ATLANTIC & PACIFIC TEA CO NG §

Chicag:

ontinued )

HHHL:_\ Lake Store |

Nina Horton
PHOTOGRAPHER

repared Meat

» Rd., Bronson, F. E. Cosler, Mgr,




Safford’s Store
General Merchandise

GROCERIES. MEATS nd DR OIS
GAS and OILS
() Stors 1 \ ot (BT - 1"

lelephone 12 Ora M. Safiord. Prop

History of Algansee

all in
Allen Hubb mmer
> and Elijah Hill, and Nelsor
able s s now obts
Styles and Ludovicus Robbins the first
known > hip purck
acres ug h er & logF ¢

ship on the
th his wife and five sons, following
road became stalled in o marsh and
passed around them and arrived at their farn
Luther Styl 1d Mo N I t a sawmill
first mill and it locate ite of the old Thor
Erown wi rvisor an eld the positio
Abraham Ackerman and K Ackerman, hi
first couple to be married in the township. They w
1837 by Samuel Beach
Dr. James A. Williams of Conquest, New York, located
1854 and w the first ph; lan. He was a supervi
I ved the counly ir

house. Fri

in

suj

Ere MAarrie

school supe

Issac George b
first brick hous
and son Eli built the
30000 grist mil The
rrinding to be shipped
settlers’ grain last, This

In April 1848 the state
from Quincy township. The
ton but for some unknown 1 s not granted. Th gmui e ol
the name Algansee is not known township meeting was held in 15838
at the home of Horace Purdy. The first township officers were: Asahel Brown
supervisor; Jasper Underhill, Clerk: George Monlux, Treasurer. A town hall
costing $600 was erected in 1877

In 1838, Miss Jane Woodard taught the first school in & log shaniy, A
substantial log school house was built in 1843, Ezra S B Brainard, Miss Sarah
Eeach, Arvi H. Clark, Silena Hard, Marv L. Reach and Eli Ann Bryant
were the first school teachers Benjamin Hobbs was the first school “inspec-
tor.” The Village of Algansee was n post office station. The first churches were
Methodist and Baptists an ptist Society, the last named disbanded after
12 years existence
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*You are a Stranger here but Once”
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Just
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‘seat of Justice .
t altho Jabe E’r-.rmun -‘,5= stern and
sometimes a little money from
change his judgment. Jabe Bre
county, both being Justices of the I
narriages rformed by the other outside g al the
couples being married would have two ceremonies paying ach justice $10
to make sure the marriage was le

al
Dr. Alvah Randall was the first pt
3 le was a 'y intelligent man and sincere
1851 from overwork, traveling for miles around the
the sick.

Some of tl were: Michael Smith, Le
Russel, Enos Gregg, Jonathan Holmes, Is:
riam Lindley, J. E. Pulman, . Green

sician

Calhoun. Nelson
Holbrook, Eph-

d many others
Willard Pierce and Wales Adams built the first gris Mr
Pilerce later selling his interest to Wm. A Kent This locati to be
near the Bronson Country Club er a tavern and bar-room w t on

the north side of the road opposite H:v mill. These last named places ¥
notorious because of the cri committed there or near there hy some of
the occupants. The building e located at the entranc Chicaro road
Across the great marsh. Thi rip of corduroy road was “the nnr-
rows"” and at least fifteen persons disappeared here L says that the
bodies were placed in an old well behind the tavern but a ndent of one of
the former owners states that family tradition states that the bodies were
carried south just across the Indiana state line and deposited in a large marsh

The first marriage in the county and township was Polly Waterman and
Wales Adams. The next two were Abiel Potter and Clarissa J. Booth and
Joseph D. Fields and Eliza Streeter
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W. A K||-:-

Jeweler and Optometrist
Srandard Oil Product
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’5 Years Experience in Fitting Glasses
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Milo Clark

Samuel Keyes operated a tavern he
In the fall
1, he bei 1
Prairie River at the Adams-Pier
masgter there. After the building of

tt
David F. Gates operated one of th
incorporated as a village in the fall of =
President was Warren Byrns; clerk _-\ruhn.\ S. ¥
Earl. The by-laws of the village of Burr Oak near
were adopted with slight chs: A new che

In 1852-53 a Mr. Foster b hotel on th
Later it was burned down. The “Excha
in the early "6 Both were near the depot in
1858-59 R Compton built the first steam grist mill, la
Mr. Cripj

Shortly after the close of the Civil War Mr. Van Every
foundry. Tn 1863 a tannery was ilt by Charles R. Garrison
while owned by Williams and Whit r it burned down. The village had
lodges, the Masonic, organized in 18¢ 1d the Odd Fellows, st \'" 114
1874. In 1877 the first cornet band was organized and ever
bas been noted for its wonderful bands

The first relirious organizeation wes formed hv the Methodists
and reorganized in 1857. In 1860 a Bnaptist church was organi
1278 owned the first pipe organ May 7, 1868 a Congregational chu
started

In 1877, during the pastorate of Rev. Father C Corst. of Coldw
first St. Mary's Catholic church was built. Since then a e hrick church
and parochial school have been built to care for the cath families in and
near Bronson

Bronson of today has several busy factories. a neat hrick business secti
and many fine homes. The many fine country homes bespeak the fertilit
the surrounding farm lands ;
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Famous for Food— And Justly Se—

Morgan’s Cafe

Mundy’s Garage

Sinclair Service Station

General Repairing and Overhauling . ; _
Tires, ‘|II[|'.", atteries and Accessories DELICIOUS FOOD
Sinclair Gas and Motor Qils WITH
Claat e EXCELLENT SERVICE

353 W. CHICAGO STREET

Phone 9% Frank Morgan, Prop.

COLDWATER (Continued)

In the spring of 1831, Abram F. Boltin and his wife, leaving the Morse
family at the tavern, located on their land at Masonville

A daughter born to Mr. and Mrs. Morse in 1830, was the first white child
born to a settler family. However, a little previous to this, 8 Welsh family by
the name of Bonner, had a child born while temporarily staying near
Indian village north of town.

As early as 1831, Masonville contained the main business enterprises and
emigration centered there. James B. Stuart and Roland Root ran a store, trad-
ing mostly with the Indians .

In 1830 a commission appointed by the governor to locate & county sest
selected Masonville but it developed later that they had failed to take their
oath of office so the selection was invalid. After a protest to their action a
new commission was appointed by the governor and Branch was selected as
the county seat

In 1832, Elisha Warren located at Branch and erected a small dwelling
He brought a stock of merchandise from the east and started a store in his
home. In 1833, Seth Dunham, the county treasurer moved to Branch from
Focahontas Mills, one mile south. At this timé Branch had the following fami-
lies: Elisha Warren, Seth Dunham, and Harvey Warner, with their familles.
E. T. Paxton came in 1833 and established a small store. The postmaster was
Harvey Warner who had served in that capacity in Masonville and followed
the county seat to Branch. In 1835 the following new residents came to the
village: Joel Burlingame, David Pond, Charles P. West and Louis Pollay
Robert and William Lind built a distillery soon after arriving. Several new
merchants and tradesmen soon located here. A school house was built and &
teacher employed. Church services were held in the school house. In 1842 the
Legislature decreed Coldwater as the county seat because some parties over-
exploited the price of land at Branch. This caused Branch to join Masonville
as ghost cities of the county.

During the year of 1836 the second road was built in the township and
county. It ran from Coldwater north through Girard and Union City to Bat-
tle Creek.

The year of 1836 was a banner one for Branch county and this township
as s0 many new settlers arrived and began clearing the land. We find the
following names: C. B. Peckham, Joseph Zeluff, James Haynes and sons, Hart

Kingsley Pharmacy | Coldwater Hatchery
DRUGS C. 0. SILER, Manager
School Books and Supplies Raby Chicks for Particular People

Acme Quality Paint Custom Hatching

PHONE 190 COLDWATER Phone 730-W 33 Grand St.




Mark Ewvery Grave
Coldwater Monument Co.
E. H. GIBSON, Prop.

ARTISTIC MEMORIALS
OF ENDURING QUALITY

93 West Chic Street
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Sunny Side Dairy LUCAS BROS,
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James B. Tompkins, Martin Barnhart, Lemuel B
sion Seymo Bingham, Caolleg
Dunham, Allen " 5, Enoch Chase, J:
hart, School Imspectors; Lemuel Binghar
Cross, Treasurer

. 1
nd Cor

B

CITY
Coldwater, the county s
The name w
sh"” meaning *|
always cold from the numer
“Lyons" by one of the first settler n
This was soon changed to the present Coldwater
Girard, surveyed the plat of the village

Allen Tibbetts, a minister, with three companies traveling acre
Michigan became lost and took a trail thet led to Coldwater where
to stay. He occupied the log house of Hugh Campbell. Mr. Hanchet
pioneer, lived with him =

Silrs Hnlhrook was appointed the first postmaster hs in 1R33 .

A school was established in July, 1832 with Cynthia Glovd as teacher. In
1834 the first public school was erected on the corner of Hudson and Pearl
streets.

Peter Martin built a saw mill in 1832. Previously lumber had been secur-
ed from the Pocahontas Mill a mile south of Branch. The only grist milis
were located at Constantine and Tecumseh T 48 ed the
use of home made mills, usually consistine of-a hollov » or short log
chopped and burned out bowl shaped with an oblong stone fastened to a
Springy tree limb

Early in 1832 great excitement prevailed for a time It was reported that
Chief Black Hawk and his followers were on the war path, had massacred
Fort Dearborn (Chicago) and was coming this way. The stage coach driver
next day proved this untrue. '

A two year old child of Allen Tibbets was the first death. It was buried
on his farm and later removed to the new cemetery. On June 11, 1832 & daugh-

ifter n~tive city in N

mes B T.hlr:'l

re

Harding & Son QUALITY

OLIVER FARM EQUIPMENT CLEANERS & DYERS
Harness and Strap Woark
HAAG Washing Machines Renew the Beauty of Your Garments
Gasoline Engines and Water Systems Our Cleaning Methods Will Do It
"New Idea” Spreaders and Loaders

Phone 199 106-8 W, Chicago St. | '15 Morse St.  “H. L. Bulcam, Frup.
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THE CITY RESTAURANT

LONG, Pro

“A Good Place to Eat”’

PHONE 173

COLDWATER
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new life to the community
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the mill dam south of

» opened a talloring shop with a thimble

In 1838 the Methodist church was

brick building in the business dis-

royed by insects but the following vear
ans bullt & church in 1843

and this stimulated the

e were two newspapers, the Coldwater Sentinel and Branch County

5 rebuilt re
"Eanized
e in the county Treasurers

Marothy

. Radio and Battery Shop

RADIOS AND BATTERIES
" .
Keivinat Electy frige
Expert Repair Ser
Phone 299
123 E. Park Ave, Coldwater

SPADES
ROOMS

A Pleasant Home—
Modern Conuventence
Fate 50c, 75c and $1.00
Travelers Alwavs Welcome
Un U. 8. 112—West Edge of Business
Section, South Side of Street
Coldwater, Michigan




FREE GARAGE

ARTHUR JONES—MODERN TOURISTS’ ROOMS

Cool in the Summer—Steam Heated in Winter

Operated in Conjunction Wath :
COFER'’S SHELL SERVICE
SHELL PRODUCTS—Always the Best
ON U. S. 112—NEAR WEST CITY LIMITS OF COLDWATER

BREAKFAST IF DESIRED

COLDWATER

(Continued) |

office was robbed and a large sum of money taken
The operation of the railroad brought new prosperity to the commumity

in the way of cheaper and quicker transportation. The telegraph lines was

completed in 1849. The Catholic church was built in 1858. ]

In 1861 a city charter was obtained. The

piscopal Church was built in

1862. A Library Association was formed in 1865. i

Two thirds of the volunteers from Coldwater in the Civil War were killed

Residents in the northern part of the city were driven to their second |

stories by flood wateérs in 1866, The Coldwater female seminary was opened
in 1864, J. S. Conovers Business College was established. Several business

places and factories were burned during this time.

In 1870 the government distributed $3,320.73 to members of the 4th Mich-
igan Cavalry for helping capture Jeff. Davis. Lewis Art Gallery was opened
and attracted visitors for twenty five yes

The temperature on January 29, 187
State Public School was opened in 1874. The north part of the city was flood-

ed again in 1881

The Tibbets opera house was opened and & new post office built in 1882

In 1886 the first earthquake was noticed. Coldwater Public Library was
dedicated in December, 1886. A gift of $10,000 from Hon. E. R. Clarke made
it possible. In 1888 a New Court House was built, 1880, the Central School

building burned with a $30,000 loss.

Allen Tibbits who had aided the growth of the city so much, died Decem-
ber 12, 1891, at the age of 87 years. The wonderful waterworks system was

built in 1890 at a cost of $70,000.

1892 the city voted “dry", Coldwater Bank was robbed of $60,000 in cash,
and free city mail delivery was started
September 1, 1900 the first free rural delivery was started out of Cold-

water.

In April 1904 the telephone company started to serve the community
March 18, 1905 Ex-Governor Cyrus G. Luce died at his home here, aged 81

The new post office opened in 1910

Hon. Albert A, Dorrance died, age 87. He was one of the founders of the
at Jackson.
On July 24, 1917, Company A., National Guards were mustered into the

Republican party “under the oaks”

'8

3 was 31 degrees below zero. The

B NPT I et £ 1

You Are Alzvays Welcome

Lozv Rates, Clean, Comfortable Reom

LEGGE HOTEL
BOARD and ROOMS
By the Day or Week

Home Cooked Food amnd Pastries

On Ilanchett Street
1 Block North of J, C, Penney Store

O. D. Chapman

DIAMONDS, WATCH, JEWELRY
)ﬂzl{! ING SILVERWARE
WEDDING RINGS

Eirablished m 15850




HILTON’S
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CLOTHES, FURNISHINGS AND SHOES

COLDWATER. MICHIGAN
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ural community well

History of California

‘alifornia, a fractional township, is loc

[

2d in the southeast corner of
t of Gree township, then in 1832 Cold
Algansee and in 1846 becane California

Eranch county. It was first a
water Lownship, 1836 Quincy,
township

In December 1835
3 ce, of W
eir land, imme
¢ other started
at nmight
han Austin of
ught. Brown

ame in .

iel Beach and son, William, and a brother-in-law,
r Co,, Mich., arrived here late one afternoon
on arrival, one started supper, one fed the
ng trees for their house. The house they
high. Before bedtime Ashael Brown and
e up and surprised them and stayed over-
located on farms nearby. So many land se
t each of the few homes became almost hotels
tion three and built a log house. He wasa later
1d Horace Purdy, Next, Stillman Elwell local-
m of horses and made trips to
* year of 1 was long remem-
serious scarcitv of food espe-
» In search of flour, he went to
(Howe, Ind.), White Pigeon,
e, Bristol, Ind.,, Elkhart and
found a miller who had wheat

leers

ion len
st mill for t
ause 80
r. On ons

Pr

vaka on Saturday

#d to work on Sundays regardlesa of Mr. Purdy's
Froe ( Ca . Rier (yood Boating
Penn vania O ind Fishing

LAKEVIEW FILLING STATION
s GAS AND Ol
TIRES AND BATTERIES
Route U, .q, |} ¥

1 Mile Wesat of
L. F. JOUNSON, Prop. COLDWATER, MICH.
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Kaufman Studio | 100% American
PORTRAITS Barber Shop

Day or Night
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CALIFORNIA (Continued)

em

ved

starving neighbors. But, by bribing
and at dawn Sunday morning, he 1 0
%2 for a peck of oats. On the way home he stayed at the h
The hotel stables had no feed so he walked out to a farm
hay. His hotel bill was $1 for barn, §1 for supper and breakfast an
4 room

ton

James Craig built the first frame house in 1839. Ira Adams built the first
brick house. The first marriage was between Abraham Ax son and his
er, Katy. The first birth was the son of Ira Cass. The first deat
Mrs. Israel R. Hall. At the first election George Monlux was se-
lected Supervisor and William Beach, -tk

The old Fort Wayne, Jackson and Saginaw railroa
southeast corner of the township and had a station at F

In the carly days California was quite a village, today it is a prosperous rural
community

-3

ran through the

History of Batavia

Batavia township is located in the west central part of the county, its
surface is generally flat with slightly rolling sections. It had two chains of
rmarshes running diagonally acr the township with a beautiful growth of
Burr Oaks and White Wood trees. Away from this low land was & dense
growth of hard woods with maple, beach and black walnut. In section 22
were found ridges and paths, what they were we can only conjecture, but
they were evidently gardens or fortifications of the Mound Builders or Pre-
historic man

The first settler any record is made of was Timothy R. Wallace, in 1832, on
section 25. In 1833, Jeremiah Tillotson located on Chicago road. Both ran
taverns as did most of the settlers along this famous road. The same year the
family of Perkins Shay settled nearby, his death in 1834 was the first in the
community. Abel Olds and his brother Martin located here in 1834. Martin
Olds built a tavern on the present Colon-Coldwater road, in the early days
this was the stop for the stage coach line. G. D. Baggerly was one of the first
postmasters in the Old's Tavern vicinity. Martin Olds, in 1836 was elected
first Probate Judge of the county, he was benefacter of many poor people
and a friend to all. Mr. Olds was Interested in the first bank in the county and
the first newspaper, “The Eastern Star.”

The township was noted for its crops of strawberries, blackberries, cran-

(Continued under Kinderhook)

Coldwater Steam Laundry
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Goodwin’s Saw Mill
- it DRY LUMBER IN STOCK

Custom Sawing and Piling

RDERS SOLICITED

. W. GOODWIN, Prop. Phone, Coldwater 33 F12

H i\-.’Hr_\' of Girard

. mile east of the
until they




H. B. STEFFEY 1. G. A. STORE
GENERAL MERCHANDISE—GROCERIES AND MEATS

st Gilead 'WO STORES

History of Gilead

covering
was estir
> Indians me ar
11 was built on Pra
18 torn down in 1

In 183!

section 3

3 there was much “
¢ dug to drain the
sened sickness

In the early ds
ed and d
land and les

185 W

The first settler was John
shanty and before the v
was born about three weeks
Gilead township. He moved away
tor and teacher from the Mt. Gilead, (
at influence over the community for se
800 and 1000 acres of land which he named Gil
college and villag He engaged Amasa Miller,
Thurber of White Pigeon to build his house, the
the southwest gquarter of section 9. He broug
the first carriage ever seen around here
James Glass in the center of section 8, a larger
his own f grew the first 40 wheatl in h
school ho e’ was built in 18 and was taught by his nephew
Samuel Chase marriage to a dista ih Chuse
first here. He built a saw-mill on Prairie River in

t f
wile
built

1822 Abishai Sanders was

The first tow 1ship meeting was held in
elected supervisor and Albert W. Glass, clerk

Some of the first settlers were, Abishai Sanders, Mr. Downer, Benj
2ooth, James Kelly, John McKinley a bl mith, James Benny ancis Bull,
Widow Marsh and children Lyman Lyon, a one ed shoemaker, Wm
) eremiah Borgardus, e " Fuller, Wm. Purdy, Job Williams
Benj. 8. Wilkins, Samuel Arnold, Obed Dickerson, Peter Keeslar, Don C. Math
er a millwright, Burr D. Gray a carpenter, and Rey. Jehiel H. Hard, a Metho-
t minister arrived in 1840, Emerson M 1 opened the first store and Ho-
ice B, Williams brought the first threshing machine. Rey. Chase and Emer-
son Marsh were the first postmasters. In the fall of 1837-38 James McKinley
taught the first Public School

Joshua Callum, a great hunter and woods-craftsman. located here
Hon. Cyrus G, Luce, afterward a great politician, came in 1849

In the 70's East Gilead contained a school, church, 12 houses, sawmill,
blacksmith shop, wagon shop, and two stores

While the smallest township in the county it was a very important one
and ia rich in agricultural production
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SILVER LAKE WHITE STAR SERVICE STATION
GAS 1 OILS - CANDY and CIGARS

PHONE 40-F 13 H. M. WILMARTH, Prop.

History of Kinderhook

HISTORY OF BATAVIA, Continued



Burnham Garage
EXPERT AUTO REPAIRING—ALL WORK GUARANTEED
OVERHAULING OUR SPECIALTY
C. RAY BURNHAM PHONE 162-F3, BRONSON

History of Matteson

one of thi
n 1836
York. It is pre
(alamazoo Indian T
planted the first cr
and Abiather
and cabinet me
25 Leroy Turner was t
Mary Celinda Mattes

ship. The first death was a daughter of JaI

relieve

The first road was built in 1837 by Road C
It ran from a point three miles w
county. The Pottawattomie Imdi
peaceful and were ruled by Chief S

Some early settlers were Hiram Gardner, J
son and James K. Bennett

The townships first office
son, Clerk; Ephriam Clin John WV
John Stailey, Robert Watson, Commissior
and others (names too dim to decipher) Justices of
Jackson, Collector; Chas. ¥ 3 shley Turner, Const
Watson, Hiram Gardner, Ja i Overseers of the
Culver, Fence-Viewer: 1 rhart, Poundmaster; John
Nelson Washburn, Pathmasters

In 1838-39 a log
than H. Culver and

Matteson post offid
Edwin Faxon

In 1852 a sawmill was built at Matteson Corners hy Nichols
Battle Creek. Tt was destroyed by fire and :
Matteson, gq. This too was 11--::'t1l_.|,-,-11 by fire and rebuilt.
was built in 1865 by Daniel Orcutt. Later W. H. Bennett b
settlement contained a post office, saw mill, two stores, school
smith and wagon shop, besides several dwellings

rs were: Joseph Rudd

hool house was built. The school was taught by Jona-
s wrted by private
established in 1

subseription

854 at the home of Postmaster

second one was |

4

Before 1855 burials were made on individual farms but that Vear a very
pretty cemetery was laid out
Today the community is a thriving agricultural township

EXPERT RADIO REPAIRING CALL BRONSON PHONE 159-F-11
MATTESON CENTER GENERAL STORE
STANDARD OIL PRODUCTS
W. K. JEFFERY, Prop.
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4 COOK WITH GAS
Francette Beauty Shop QUICKEST

HOTTEST

3 v O Pectmnncnt Wayves HEAT
New Perry System of Hair Cutting BURN GAS COKE
Arroil Ol S e CLEANEST
v 1 HOTTEST-—-
Bras FUEL
National Utilities Co.
BN SR B Frances Giongs aitional Utilities Co

Coldwater Quincy

History of Quincy

face is level

rn part of the county. Its
village of ( ncy w
k openin
urnpike"
m antiguity

veral acres of
of the early set-
ping on the prairie
The soil was sandy,
prolific for hay, corn, po-

and wool

the two main streams. Southwest

Marble, Berry and Quincy

scotchman, entered the fi
pike. Willson, a carpenter, a veteran of the
ite, with the aid a hired man, George Bol-

5 on section 14 and opened it

320 acres

a tavern

the sur er of 32. He a conlractor and

In October he
he built the first
ym  Ypsilanti and the
2 opened as a tavern

the railroad was

1834 upon land which is now
on the site of the Quincy ho-
in the village. Cornish kept
> jn 1836

iz log houge

first frarme

James Ransom,
id 1 wvell, Peter Shook,
urlison, Bart Hewett, James Clizbhe,
T. Burnham, Silas Hamilton, Conrad
Hiram Corliss, Thad. E. Ball, Russell
‘eter M. Newherry, Caleb Burlingame,

John Sinclair be Bload eOrgs
2y and many that space will

Dia

PHIL'S RESTAURANT
DELICIOUS MEALS AND SHORT ORDERS

Try | Yo Come Back

Next to Whites Hardware on rthe Corner P. E. Nelligan, Prop.

PURE ARTIFICIAL ICE
DEPENDABLE SERVICE—POPULAR PRICI
QUINCY ICE COMPANY

STANLI MITTER, | W. CHICAGO ROAD




EAST END MARKET
GROCERIES --- MEATS --- FRUITS —- VEGETABLES
EAST CHICAGO STREET RUSSEL N. SHAFFER

Why Not the Conveniences of

HOTEIL QUINCY
J'Il‘r.'_'.lfr ‘1 2 .’J. e IlrII \.'.

FREE GARAGE BETTER RATES

HISTORY OF QUINCY, (Continued

k of New York
1ck. Selecting la y f
ground for his cabin. His father, Ich

Berry and sons, J
road which is now the village ©
nd at various times one of his brothers, Wm
llam were associated with him. Enos I
general counsellor of people while

up law, had inter 5 nt

s the first supervisor, first postmaster and

ph,

merchant
and Mr
doctor an
and later
Enos Berry

The township was approved in 1836, having been a
township. The name of Sprinefield or Springville were asked for 1
of a duplication te the name of Quincy, suggested by Dr. Hiram Al-
den in honor of his birthplace, Quincy, Massachusetts, was selected

the
me a8 minister

uracturer

a me

in the st

sh's tavern, Dr

At first township election held April 4, 1836, at John Cor
Enos G. Berry was elected Supervisor and David W. Baker,

Chicago turnpike becoming a United States Military road, was improved
in 1833.

The Lake Shore railroad was not going t Quincy but
the untiring efforts of Lucas Joseph and the
house at the inhabitants’ expense, overcame their plan

to have a station
building of a station and freight

e of Quincy
:acher. That

The firast log school house was erected in
on what is now railroad land. Miss Anna Rober was the
fall a frame school house was built in the “"Hog Creek
log school house was built two miles west of Quincy

In 1840 a cemetery of 1 acre was established on Joseph Berry's farm

As late as 1842 there were few stores and homes and the post office was

S B COLE & SON
PLUMBING -:- HEATING -:- SHEET METAL WORK
PHONE 13

29 E. CHICAGO ST.

ICE CREAM—BUTTER—SWEET CREAM
COTTAGE CHEESE—BUTTERMILK
BAKERS DAIRY PPLANT

NO. § SOUTH MAIN QUINCY, MICHIGAN

£ T ) 81 e 1




THE IDE%I ‘SIIOP

H. H. Mead, Ma Piwm

PLL';\IBI\*G and HLA I'ING
SHEET METAL WORK
Shop 200 - 2 Rines z !.I:-_-Jui!_-n‘r_- 200 - 3 Rings

27 E. CHICAGO STREET QUINCY, MICHIGAN

HISTORY OF QUINCY, (Continued

ren then
ras erected by
2 Civil War the village

*tion was held Nov
Moses A. Hewett

dist, Baptist, Ad-
" Houses. Three
ye and heading
1 saw and planing
factory, 1 broom fac-
¢ drug stores, 1 pic-
1 bakery, 2 meat

rare, 1 furniture, 1

2 livery stables, 3
office, dentist, 3 law-
department and nice
ra showed 6700 guests
res about the
"'yl'ii’."'l FI.}‘J‘E'. I.].I;"".‘

I F. E. ) nat utation for succesafully treating the
habit, ( L 3 Reporter was mailed to 500 different
st offices. Al new brick Quincy house was built

Donovan conceived the ldea of having an inland water
ong by cutting channel etween the '}.I:nrl of lakes south

racts secured. This would make
ed in 1879 and ships launched
The chain of lakea had a 500
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GOOD
Coal-Feed -Seed - Lime- Fertilizer

FEED GRINDING AND MIXING
JOHN DEERE IMPLEMENTS

QUINCY CO-OPERATIVE CO.

PHONE 31

HISTORY OF QUINCY, (Continued

1 for a time

foot elevation above

Mt. Vernon L«

sake Erie. Boats operate
No. 166, F. & A. M. was organized Dec. 1864, later

order of the Eastern Star and at the close of the Civil War A.R
Sharon Rose-Croix Chapter No. 36, i L. 5878, A. D. 1878 Eg an Masonic
Rite of Memphis Lodge was organ

The v of Quincy is about centrally located in the towm: The old

Liake Shore
a8 does the (
It is one of th

lled New York Central, railroad runs thre
»-Detroit highwe forming the ms
best townships in Eranch County

n stree

History of Owvid

In 1834 the township of Ovid was a vast uncleared wildern
tlers, few and far between. The heavy rainfall and winter = 4 NS ¢
plenty of “fever and ague."” The township records from the 1838 L«
were lost and these facts were only found by diligent sea

Wild game, including deer and turkey, was plentiful but wolves were
menace. One ly settler told of leaving his oxen harmess in the field, whe
he was plowing, while he went to dinner and on returning found the wol
had eaten it. Settlers frequently got lost while going from one neighbor to
another because the woods were do dense

Just who the first settler was, no one knows but the three first an)
record are Howard Bradley, Richard and Nelson Salisbury, and Parley Stock
well Howard Bradley became 14 with conditions and sold out to
Uriah Lockwood Lockwood in 18 built a log
house and a log barn. The first settlers' living conditions were very primitive
One couple, after building their own log cabin in three days and making rude
furniture were given two cups and saucers with two knives and two forks
and were said to be one of the happiest couples in the community

There was no grist mill close so corn was crudely ground with bowl and
pestel. Because of expensive hauling to mills, little wheat was then grown

In 1836 Jared Brooks, Samuel Treat and Stuart Davis of New York state

LOCKWOOD GARAGE
GENERAL REPAIRING

PHONE §81-2R Rear of Quincy Garage

1A T I s o 3w S me— s ——

PP ——

Expert SHOE Rebuilding
Now it 18 Economy to Have All Your Shoes Rebuilt at

ELECTRIC SHOE SHOP
A. E. GILLESPIE Our 3 Grade Price Sstem iz the Anriver QUINCY, MICH.
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Bricuam’s (GARAGE

AAA SERVICE

Cottage Inn

General Repairing LUNCHES—ICE CREAM

£
. 5. L. Batt

Battery Recharging and Repa

Shell Pre

ANDY and CIGARS

SOFT DRINKS

Edward Brigham, Prop.

Sherwood, Michigan RAY

History of Sherwood

'i in L!""
Mull
8 traveérsed
d this area s
and sandy in the higher
> in 1836 and until late
Alexander F mn, the first white s
Sherwood Forest in England. He arrived in M ;rcl.
house. The cholera in the surrounding territory took a he
Lot Whitcomb from “Dry Prairie” or Athens where ¢
soon followed Tomlinson and erected a log house. Some of
gan to locate here were: Joseph D, Lane, Clement Rus
Wm. Minor, Thomas West r., Benjamin Bloss C
John and Nahum Sargent, David Keys, David R K
F. C. Watkins ran the “Log Tavern” in the northe -|.-T part
wolves were particularly vicious and gave many
though there is no record of their killing any
brave was killed by the wolves as were manv 1
The first road was known as the *“territorial 'n‘hi' .P"_J!‘L":m_E from Union
City to Leonidas
John Onderdonk was the first white settler on the south sn-’hv of l.hc St Jo-

The township of Sherwood is locat
Branch county. It was surveyed hy
diagonally from northeast to southw
river, A heavy growth of timber co
loam in the lowl:
ed by the legis

18

came to the state in 1836, located here in 1841 and his descen
the community. The first white child born in the township was a ‘-1"-\'-5---1” of
Robert Waldron. She died in infancy. The first death was that of Joseph D
Lane's father. Mr. Lane erected the first log school house on Joseph Russell's
land in the south west corner of section 5. No record ¢ 1 as to who
the first school teacher was. Dr. A. P I\-'I'ltt“h-?-ll was the first an

When the talk of the Air-Line Railway began it was sug ted that a wil-
lage called Hazenville be laid out, The village name wi 1 honor of one of
the platters upon whose land it was to be located. The name finally selectad
was Sherwood. It grew rapidly. In 1870 Frenk M. Warner built a hotel and
opened a grocery. Ezra Boswick of Union Citv opened a drug store. J W
Spencer was another earlv merchant. J. W. French and Son had the first
steam grist and saw mill erected

The first post office was at Newstead with Jared M. Rowell, postmaster
In 1871 the office was established at Sherwood and Jerome J. Studley was the
first postmaster. Dr. Mason Spencer was the first resident physician.

In 1838 a Methodist class was organized and was the forerunner of the
M. E. Church here ]n 1877 a portion of this church withdrew and formed the
“Sherwood Church.” The Free Methodist Society was organized in 1867.
The village today is a thriving rural village with several stores

SELBY & SON
COAL, GRAIN, FEEDS, SEEDS, WO

LIME, FERTILIZER, FENCING, AND IMPLEMENTS
PHONE 3617 SHERWOOD, MICH.




Ernest E. Jenkins

FUNERAL DIRECTOR—AMBULANCE SERVICE

Phone 2211 Union City, Mich.

History of Union Township
UNTON CITY — HODUNK
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We Exchange Flour for Wheat I Uur Buckwheat

HODUNK ROLLER MILLS
Te /)z't'l' ess’’ ./'/0/

(r and Feeds
LESS™ Br '

Ask Your Grocer [or PEERLES

PHONE 1

UNION TOWNSHIFP (Continued

d throt

Union

T 10 Was Lo 1
munity w us Goodwin, of M
t site of U built

He

postma

In

1 |‘.g.;.-; The

ne

Stick a elerk
E: I name of
store 18 & handsome

second floor which se
of money in qx
John
pointed *'
ng of sl
t death

ived Lthe
in built the
n master” on the famous
into the north. In 1835
: an Olmstead child, drov

v ned in the
The soil, water for power and transportatio
for building and mar] for cement and paint mam
the rapid growth of Union City. Prires were some
salt pork was §$40.00 a barrel, wh per bushel
trip by oxen to Detroit et veeks

Dr, Theodore C. Hurd
sometime |t pl
ers in Union City, t} 1
the first settlers until the

re in 1834
n of the

om the tin

The first plg iron ever run in Mie
Foundry. The Pee
cement from the mar

igan was made by the old Union C
Portland Cement Co. built a plant here and ma
for many wears, but is now abandoned

In the fall of 1870 the first mixed train ran on the Alr-Line R
There were several hotels in the early days, one still standing along the
is the old “Steamboat Hotel” Union C everal newspapers, ir
there was the City 1 ndent, T ater, U7, C. Local and Robinson's
Weekly, now consolidated into the Re r Weekly

A Masonic F. & A. M. Lodge, No. 28, was organizad in 1848, The Union
City Chapter, R. A. M. was organized in 1867 and Council in 1570. 1L O. O. ¥
Lodge was organized in 1848

wn

Today Union City has a beautiful park, homes, wide pavements, fire de-
partment, City owned light and power system, fine churches and schools with
progressive merchants

Hodunk is situated between Coldwater and Union City, it is a rural com-
munity with a store and filling station and the Hodunk Roller Mills




Save Money By Trading with
These Merchants

Haynes Antique Shop

NUINE ARTICLES

\ \.
Also Mad: i Weder

f Any Colonial |

‘ — Fisetors Alrvays B me —

2 miles north of Coldwater on M-27
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GUS DEMOS

Poultry

The Highest Prices

For

TELEPHONE 619
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of a Sharp Lawn Mower
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Thomas Individual Sharpener Co.

Sturgis, Michigan
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