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The King is dead. Long live |
the King. The Rotary crown in the
35th District was transferred just
one day before thz crown of the !
British Empire. Unlike the other, |
however, it will be yet six weeks |
pefore the coronation takes effect |

Frank Barnes has been a good |
Distriet Governor. He has given to
the affairg of the district a zeal |
and energy seldom equalled and
never surpassed. Somecne at the
conference, in characterizing the =
various Distriet Governors, spoke
cf him as typifying the song, “That
Great Big Rotary Smile.”

Kim Sigler of Hastings, who |
succeeds him, is a man of tew words |
Lut of real caliber. He iz known
in the profession as one of the out- |
standing lawyers of Michigan. He
iz an enthusiastic Rotarian. Some
time ago, when the Ed was pitted
againgt him in a hotly contested
and long drawn out trial in another
city, he was missing when court cnnun'ed aftP_r lunch. When he showed
up it was found that he had gone to still another town to make up his
Rotary attendance, It ig that spirit which hag made the Hastings at-
tendance record the despair of other c¢lubs im the distriet,

It certain augurs well for Rotary when a man of his character and
achievements seeks the office of Governor. We bespeak for him the
enthusiastic cooperation ef cvery Rotarian in making his Rotary year
£n outstanding one.

X

There were 535 registrations at the conf:irence, 368 men and 167
women. In addition to thiz there were 66 advance registrations for
which the fee was not sent and which were not tak:n. This is quite
rn embarrassment to the host club. If aynone whe has planned to go
to a eonference finds it impossible to do sp he should at once cane:l
his registration,
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THE CONFERENCE AT ST. JOE

This number concerns itself exclusively with the District Con-
ference at St. Joe. You fellows who either lack the time or the desire to
attend should read it all carefully. You must inform yourself about
Rotary to be a good Rotarian and the highlight of the Rotary vear in
the distriet is the annua! conference.

The ountstanding event of the confer:ince was, of ccurse, the elec-
tion of a District Governor. Perhaps n:xt in importance, sp far as
actual achievement is concerned, was the program of the Junior Ro-
tarians. It ig hard to over-estimate ihe value of the Junior Rotarian
movement, both to Retary itself and to these lads just budding into
manhood. The impulse given them toward high stardards of personal
conduct and ambition for achievement is incaleulable. The custom also
hag a community value. Appointment as a Junior Rotarian is a coveted
honor. Itis a concreie object for the betier grade of boys in high school
to strive for and has its influence in the lives of many hoys.

Al MecKeown of Detroit, one of the fifteen directors of R. 1., was its
representative at the conference. He spoke at the initial session Mon-
day for:ennn:! and algo at the luncheon Tuesday. He deseribed the meet-
ings c¢f the board which are held at various places in the world three
times a year. Th:y convene on Saturday or Sunday avd spend a week
in very active work. He =aid there were one hundred fifty-six people
employed by Rotary, ten being in the Zurich Secretariat, eleven fizld
representatives, a few in the easlern Secretariat, and the balance at
Chicago. He described the immense velume ef mail handled in Chicago,
there being an average of 15,147 daily pitces,

The gain in number of clubz and members this year has heen un-
ugual. On May 9th, the tota]l of new clubs wasg 257, of which Asia re-
port:d eleven, Australia six, Continental Europe twenty-nine, Great
Britain seventeen, Latin America twenty-six, and the United States the
greater part of the balance, He predicted that the year would close
with at least two hundred ninzty new clubs,

n

Frank Barnes gave a brief revorl of district activities at the Mon-
day forencon session. Coldwater was given seventh place in the annual
attendance record, Hastings, Charlotte, Vicksburg, Lowell and Greenvill:
being the first five clubg in order. I dp ot recall the sixth club. Tra-
verse City had the greatest incresse in membership during the y:ar
having gained twelve. Its total membership is now seventy-nine.

X

Ray Dresser described ths smendmenis to the Constitution o
Rotary, which are proposed and will be passed upon at Nice, One ot
them is designed tp put the control of distriet funds in the hands of
a committee composed of the Governor and the two immediate past Gov-
ernors. Anther is to allow credit for attendance at impromptu meetings
of Rotarians away from home,

It frequently happens on a heat trin, fishing or hunting exeursion,
or other similar occasions, that a rumber of Rotarians are unahle to
preserve their attendanc: record without such a gatherine. There are
perhaps objections to it but it strikes the Ed as & very fine thing for
Rotarians of different elubg to gather in such a meeting, There should,
of course, be a minimum limit of attendance to prevent abuses but it
cirtainly is worth while te encourage these meetings. The BEd hag at-
tended two such mestings, one en the Michigan Bankers excursion ur
the lakes and one on a Caribbean {rip, both of them fine me:tings.
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The greatest interest, however, centered on a propesal to have ¢lub
officers elected in Octobir and take offive in Junumary. The purpose
is to give the District Governor cpportunity to become acquainted with
his work and te make hig visits before the new pfficers are installed
50 they can gel the benefit of his experience., It was discussed at some
lingth and practically every speaker opposed it. A resolution was passed
cxpressing the sense of the meeting against it.

X

A resolution was offered inereasing the per capita contribution to
the District Governor's fund sp #g to avold the necessity of a registra.
tion fee at the Distriet Conference. This gqu:zstion is a source of much
discussion and some feeling every year, It would remove a hardship
and increase attendance if this fee could bz eliminated. No practical
way has yet been devised, however, to do s0. When the Ed was District
Governor, he had an enthusiasm to avoid it and called a meeting of
fifteen leading Retarians at Grand Rapids tp devise ways and meang to
do so. This committ:e spent the whole day in discussion with that
in view but wound up by retaining the registration fee. At thig con-
ference this year the resolution was tabled and a motion carried that
the Governor appoin: a committee fo consider the matter and report at
the next annunal conference.

X:

Someone handed in a resolution ealling upon the district to express
to state offieials and legislators its approval of a program of adequate
finaneial support for sehools. Thig resolution was furned down as should,
of course, be done. If Rotary undertook to influence the political policies
of government, the next step might be to oppose the packing of the
Supreme Court, to advocace or condemn sit-down strikes, to endorse or
oppose lahor organizations. It would be but a short time until Rotary
would he transformed from a common meeting ground of widely diver-
gent minds intp a hot bed of discord and strife. It would soon pass out of
the picture and its great influence be lost to the world.

x

No one whp has never heard Fred Wetmore give a veport of the
resolutions committee can have any conciption of the possibilities of
humer and entertainment coptained in so dry and prosaic an assign-
ment, Fred is in a class by himself, He not only has a wide voeabulary
and an unusual sense of humor but also the ability to make nice dis-
criminations in the use of language. He k:pt the conference in an up-
roar of laughter for nearly a hall! hour without detracting from the
transaction of serious business. He has been the standing chairman
of the resolutions committex for a dozen yvears. Woe tp the man who
eventually has to takes his place

==

Rather surprisingly tnis district hag a vote for a member of the
Canadian Advisory Comsuittee of Rotary, which consists of about six
members from different provinces of Canada. The reason is that it
includes a small part of Ontario. Arthur S. Fitzgerald, Past Distriet
Governor from Windsor, was proposed and the distriet unanimously
favorcd him,

Just now we are remi>-ded of MeCauley’s boast of an empire, “Whose
merning drum beat, following the sun and keeping company with the
heurs, encireles the earth with cne unbroken strain of the martial airs
cf England.”
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On behalf of the City of Lansing, Bill Otto extended an invitation
to the district to hold its 1938 conference in that city. There being no
ccher invitations, the offer was unanimously acczpted. The Distriet
Asssmbly this year weas invited to Cadillac by Leo Barnes, President
¢t the club, to Albion by Don Harrington, and to St. Joe by a member
cf the elub there. Since it is the funetion of the incoming District Gov-
ernor to determine the location of the assembly, no decision wag reached.

X .

Forty of the feorty-one clubs were repres:nted a: the conference,

the rew Scottville club being the only one left out.
i M

Janiep Porter, the opera star, whose programs were the highlight
cf the conference musgically and who flew from Hollywood to be pres-
ent, net only has a wonderul voice but a very charming personality.
When she speaks to her audience sh: makes you fecl that she is talking
to you rpersonally.

-
.5

Seven members of the Bronscn Club werz present. Donald Ward
¢f -Brenson; Bill Johnson of Quiney and Charles Wheeler of Coldwater,
Junicr Rotarians from their clubg, were all presant and had a wonderful
time. Paul Stewart, Jr., son of the chaplain of lonia Etate Prisen, gave
& wond:rful talk at the Tuesday meeting.

X

Tearsg streamed down many a check when Emmett Richards, Past
District Govervor and Director ef R. 1., President of the Michigan So-
cicty for Crippled Children, introduced Donald Callender of St. Joe,
who was afflicted with intantile paralysis at the age of eight months,
was taken under the wing of the Rotary club at seven years, (up to
which time he had n:ver walked) hed six operations and lcng timo
treatment, which was o snecesaful that he has attendzd school, played
football, baseball and basketbzll, has worked in a restaurant where he
wag on his feet all day, is now twenty years of aze and att:nding school.
He is a bright boy, uses very good English and displays a warmth of
gratitude to Rotary which is touching,

—x

Bill Brown, the conference chairman, came to Coldwater at on:
time when the St. Joe-Eenton Harber club put on a program for us,
He is a swell fellow, an enthusiastic Rotarian and did a tfine job at the
cenference, as did all the other officials and committee chairman. The
cenference was unusually well entertainsd.

X

The Chicago Rotary Club cach year holds a busivress exposition
at which the products of its members alcng commercial, profescsional
and educational lines are displayed. This Year i waj held A-ril 27th
to 30th at the Hotel Sherman. There were twenty-five thousand visiters.
T S

Kggertsville—Snyder, Wahiawa—Waialua, Wuchang, Rouen, Guav-
masg, Navojoa, Doetinchem, Coxackie, ard Nancauga are all cities with
brand new Rotary clubs.



