
Comments:  

Submitted on Thursday, October 8, 2020 - 16:05 
Submitted values are: 
==Your Name and Contact Information== 
    First and Last Name (Optional): Shelby Stanley 
    Telephone Number (Optional):  
    Email (Optional):  
 ==Your Message== 
    Subject (Optional): Library Card Renewal 
    Message Body: 
    Hello.  I am surprised to find out that my library card needs to 
    be renewed.  I was just in the library in the last three weeks 
    and no one suggested that I renew  the card.  So now I want to 
    check out a book online and I am unable to until I drive into the 
    library to follow through with the card renewal.  Some library 
    employee dropped the ball unfortunately. 
    Sincerely, 
    Shelby Stanley 
     
BDL Response:      
John called Ms. Stanley to renew the card remotely, and reviewed procedures with staff on 
remote renewal options. 
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Zon Shumway 
324 Marshall St. #17 
Coldwater MI 49036 

September 30, 2020 

Hello Mr. Shumway, 

I am writing in response to your recent letter, which the BDL Board has 
read. Please know that the standards the library employs for 
deaccessioning do not involve looking at the number of patrons who 
used an item, but do check for a target number of checkouts in a given 
timeframe, along with the item’s condition. Some materials that might 
otherwise be removed by those criteria would still be retained based on 
cultural or historical significance.  

With regards to genre labelling of materials, the library has actually been 
reconsidering the decision by the previous director to eliminate these 
stickers. Thank you for you input on this topic. 

Yours, 

John Rucker 
Director

 of 1 1

ALGANSEE BRANCH 
580-B S. Ray-Quincy Rd. 

Quincy MI 49082 
(517) 639-9830 

BRONSON BRANCH 
207 N. Matteson St. 
Bronson MI 49028 

(517) 369-3785 

COLDWATER BRANCH 
10 E. Chicago St. 

Coldwater MI 49036 
(517) 278-2341 

QUINCY BRANCH 
11 N. Main St. 

Quincy MI 49082 
(517) 639-4001 

SHERWOOD BRANCH 
118 Sherman St. 

Sherwood MI 49089 
(517) 741-7976 

LUCILLE E. DEARTH 
UNION TWP. BRANCH 
195 N. Broadway St. 
Union City MI 49094 

(517) 741-5061 

Fax (517) 278-2342
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By Rosalie Currier
@RosalieSJ
Posted Sep 29, 2020 at 10:45 AM

All six branches of the Branch District Library system were closed for three
months but since June 29, they’re back and on normal hours.

They are open, but it has been quiet. Not like normal when the library is a
“community living room” so to speak, said John Rucker, director of the Branch
District Library.

For now the library is limited to a 25 percent capacity.

“At some of our bigger locations, like Coldwater and Bronson, keeping capacity
down has been pretty easy,” Rucker said. “At tiny Algansee, it means that
sometimes patrons are having to wait a few moments on the porch before they
can enter.”

Librarians offer the same services, just a little quicker. “Grab and go” is their new
motto. That’s for checking out books, magazines or movies. Sending a fax, using
the wifi, or one of the computers is still an option.

Starting in September, they began to offer “grab and go” craft kits for all ages.
Patrons take home a kit to make a craft. Online instructions are available.

The Coldwater Branch has “grab and go” binge boxes so patrons can quickly get a
package of pre-selected similar movies for a themed movie marathon at home.

“Whatever brings to you the library, with our capacity limits and public health
concerns in mind, we ask that all patrons limit their time in the building to one
hour or less,” Rucker said. “Having this limit is the right thing to do at this time
so that the maximum amount of people can use the library safely.”

All branches are following all the CDC guidelines and requiring face coverings.
They’ve installed plexiglass partitions, increased ventilation and disinfect

Libraries embrace ‘grab-and-go’ style
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surfaces every hour, or more as needed.

“Library staff have been fantastic taking on this additional role” Rucker said.

It’s still service with a smile behind that mask, “even if you can’t see it,” he said.

Summers at libraries are usually busy, but this year, while numbers were down,
some branches offered outdoors and socially distanced programs.

The Bronson and Union Township branches have adequately large and quiet
outdoor spaces to allow for outdoor story times. They drew up to 30 children at
a time, Rucker said.

Staff have been offering a wide variety of online programs — nearly 300 original
programs since April. They are on the library website or Facebook page. They
have also hosted programs such as the Boogie Woogie Kid, and Holocaust
survivor, Irene Butter.

“Public engagement with these programs has been phenomenal,” Rucker said.
“I’m heartened at how both our patrons and our staff seem to have found a good
balance between providing as much of our normal service as we’re able while
keeping our operations as safe as possible for everyone involved.”
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Coldwater, The Daily Reporter, September 30, 2020, page A1-A2 
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QUINCY SOCCER  
TIES OLIVET IN 
BATTLE OF THE BIRDS

TODAY
Rain

64° /46°

THURSDAY
Partly sunny

58° / 35°

FRIDAY
Partly sunny

53° / 34°

Classifieds ................. B5
Comics ...................... B3
Lifestyles ....................B4

Region .......................A3
Sports........................ B1
Weather .................... A4
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The daily newspaper for Branch County, covering
Coldwater, Bronson, Quincy, Union City and Tekonsha
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WORLDWIDE 
DEATH TOLL FROM 
VIRUS ECLIPSES  
1 MILLION

By Don Reid
@DReidTDR

COLDWATER — After exten-
sive lobbying, debate and shifts 
in position, the Coldwater City 
Council Monday night voted 5-4  
to ban recreational marijuana 
sales downtown.

The vote did open up the C-4 
zoned area around I-69 and East 
Chicago to unlimited pot shops 
with application for special use 
permits to begin Oct. 15.

Mayor Tom Kramer said “this 
will put (the issue) to rest. There’s 
a little bit of sarcasm in that.”

Discussion and a motion began 
with Councilwoman Emily 
Rissman who said she had talked 
to the principal of St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic School at 79 
Harrison St. He was opposed to 
reducing the distance between 
sales shops and the school to 
500 feet.

On her motion, the council 
voted 8-1 to increase the distance 

back to 1,000 feet. This left only 
South Monroe in the C-2 zoning 
available for retail marijuana 
sales.

Councilman Travis Machan 
suggested “nothing we do is 
going to make everyone happy. 
We might as well compromise 
and make everyone a little bit 
happy.”

He and Rissman voted 
against the final motion to ban 
downtown sales, along with 
Second Ward Councilmen Jim 

K n a a c k  a n d 
Chad Johnson. 
Both of them 
o p p o s e d  a l l 
retail marijuana 
sales.

W i t h  t h e 
city trying to 

promote downtown for new 
business, Knaack said “people 
are not going to come downtown 
and stay to buy anything. They 
are going to buy (marijuana) and 
take it home to consume it.”

Branch 
County 
Economic 
Growth 
Alliance 
Director Lisa 
Miller told the 
council there

has been substantial investments 
downtown with a new apartment
project and $1.5 million in build-
ing improvements. She others

C O U N C I L  R E V E R S E S  P O S I T I O N

Downtown marijuana sales banned 

MillerKnaack

By Don Reid
@DReidTDR

JACKSON — Consumers 
E n e r g y ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s 
power to Branch County 
outside Coldwater and Union 
City, pledged $12 million 
Tuesday to help Michigan 
residents and small busi-
nesses with energy bills.

The commitment is aimed 
at helping the customers and 

communities 
the COVID-
19 pandemic 
has affected.

I f  a 
Consumers 
Energy cus-
t o m e r  i s 
struggling to 
pay a bill, they 
can call 800-
477-5050.

Consumers 
Energy has set 
a goal to help 
about 25,000 
households 

and 1,000 small businesses 
with this new assistance. 
The funding will go directly 
to customers in need and 
t o  M i c h i g a n  n o n p r o f i t 
organizations.

“We stand with Michigan 
and are working around the 
clock to help our friends and 
neighbors through a time like 
no other,” said Patti Poppe, 
Consumers Energy’s presi-
dent and chief executive 
officer in a morning video 
conference.

She added “Our company’s 
$12 million contribution will 
provide a lifeline to many 
families and businesses, 

Consumers 
Energy  
o"ers 
#nancial help 
to customers 

By Rosalie Currier
@RosalieSJ

All six branches of the 
Branch District Library system 
were closed for three months, 
but since June 29, they’re back 
and on normal hours.

They are open, but it 
has been quiet. Not like 
normal when the library is a 

“community living room” so 
to speak, said John Rucker, 
director of the Branch District 
Library.

For now, the library is lim-
ited to a 25 percent capacity.

“At some of our bigger 
locations, like Coldwater and 
Bronson, keeping capacity 
down has been pretty easy,” 
Rucker said. “At tiny Algansee, 

it means that sometimes 
patrons are having to wait a 
few moments on the porch 
before they can enter.”

Librarians offer the same 
services, just a little quicker. 
“Grab and go” is their new 
motto. That’s for checking out 
books, magazines or movies. 
Sending a fax, using the wifi, 
or one of the computers is still 

an option.
Starting in September, they 

began to offer “grab and go” 
craft kits for all ages. Patrons 
take home a kit to make a
craft. Online instructions are
available.

The Coldwater Branch has 
“grab and go” binge boxes so

Libraries embrace ‘grab-and-go’ style

Summer story time in the parking lot at the Bronson branch drew about 30 children. But some days it was hot out there, said Lynnelle Eash, 
librarian. [PHOTO PROVIDED]Poppe

Rich

By Rosalie Currier
@RosalieSJ

Coldwater Community 
Schools have been in session for 
three weeks.

“It’s going better than I 
expected,”  Superintendent 
Terry Ann Whelan said at 
Monday’s school board meeting.

Sixteen Coldwater stu-
dents have tested positive for 

COVID-19, but because stu-
dents have limited contact with 
others via the hybrid plan, the 
district has been able to keep 
the two-days a week in-person 
classes in session.

Six of the cases were in the 
high school, Whelan said, 
but given the number of days 
students are in school, their 

COVID-19 challenges continue for district

Coldwater Community Schools Board of Education met at the high 
school cafeteria on Monday. [ROSALIE CURRIER PHOTO]

See MARIJUANA,  A2

See ENERGY,  A2

See LIBRARIES,  A2

See SCHOOLS,  A2

Tracy Neely  
covers Farm

517-278-8950 | TracyNeelyAgency.com
431 E. Chicago St., Coldwater

Friend in Need?Soldier in the Service?Elderly Parent?College Student?Children Move Away?

THE DAILY REPORTERGIFT SUBSCRIPTION

CALL
517-278-2318TODAY FORCURRENT GIFTSUBSCRIPTIONRATES!

James A. “Jim” Frick, 75, 
of Coldwater, Michigan 
passed away Monday, 
September 28, 2020 at his 
home from a long term 
illness surrounded by his 
family. He was born May 
20, 1945 in Coldwater, MI 
to Floyd and Doris (Funk) 
Frick.

James resided most 
of his life in Coldwater, 
Michigan. He attended 
Litchfield High School 
and graduated in 1963. James worked at Battle Creek 
Beer in Battle Creek for many years and then worked 
at Wal-Mart Distribution Center in Coldwater until 
his retirement around 2007. He enjoyed playing golf, 
watching the Michigan Wolverines and Chicago Cubs 
games, going to the Harness Horses races and spending 
time with his many friends. James was most appreciated 
with the time spent with his family, especially follow-
ing his son and daughter’s sports careers throughout 
their high school and college years and spending much 
time as possible with his grandchildren and also follow-
ing their sports careers through high school that he so 
dearly loved.

He is survived by his one son, Troy (Roxanne Maze) 
Frick of Grass Lake, Michigan; one daughter, Kami 
(Dean) Gilbert of Quincy, Michigan; grandchildren, 
Ryan (Erin) Frick, Philip Fast, Abby Frick, Shelby Gilbert, 
Lacy and Dom Goderis; two great-granddaughters, Elsa 
and Gracelyn; one brother, Kenneth (Dorothy) Frick of 
Quincy; one sister, Sandy (David) King of Litchfield; one 
aunt, Lucy Funk of Auburn, Indiana; girlfriend, Patti 
Metcalf of Coldwater; Christopher Metcalf of Coldwater 
and several nieces and nephews and his beloved dog, 
Maggie.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Funeral services for James A. “Jim” Frick will be held 
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James A. Frick

Barbara D. Olds, 87, of Battle Creek, also of Coldwater, 
passed away at home on Monday, September 28, 2020, 
surrounded by her family, under the care of Oaklawn 
Hospice.

A funeral will be held at 11:00 AM on Friday, October 
2, 2020 at Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation in Union 
City with Oaklawn Hospice Chaplain Bill Cole offici-
ating. Interment will follow at Riverside Cemetery in 
Union City. Visitation will be held from 2:00-4:00 PM 
and 6:00-8:00 PM on Thursday, October 1, 2020, also 
at Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation.

Barbara D. Olds

Monday, September 28, 
2020
• Assault, 30 block of W. 
Montgomery St., 1:25 a.m.
• Larceny, 80 block of W. 
Clarke Ave., 9:17 a.m.
• Car/deer accident, 100 
block of Shaffmaster Rd., 
9:25 a.m.
• Property damage acci-
dent (PDA), 1188 SB, 9:43 
a.m.
• Assault, 1000 block of 

Oliverda Rd., 11:54 a.m.
• PDA, 200 block of W. 
Chicago Rd., 10:56 a.m.
• Malicious destruction 
of property, 1000 block of 
Thrams Rd., 11:48 a.m.
• PDA, 600 block of E. 
Chicago St., 1:08 p.m.
• Fraudulent activities, 400 
block of Ridge Rd., 1:16 
p.m.
• PDA, 200 block of E. 
Chicago St., 1:28 p.m.

9 1 1  L O G

Monday, September 28, 
2020
• Zeek Michael West, 
damage to property (times 
five), retail fraud-theft 
third degree.
• Abigail Marie Duffy, 
obstructing justice/con-
tempt of court.

• Angela Kay Parker, 
assault - other.
 
The Branch County 
Sheriff's Office reported 
one property damage 
accident and a jail popula-
tion of 93 inmates, with 75 
males and 18 females.

J A I L  L O G

projects are pending for 
downtown

But Miller warned all 
these projects have been 
put on hold because there 
are short term holds by 
those who want the build-
ings for marijuana sales 
locations, halting further 
development.

A petition of  335 sig-
natures of city voters 
was presented to the 
clerk Monday morning 
demanding the question 
of downtown sales be put 
on the ballot for voters to 
decide.

Mayor Kramer said the 
city would not honor the 
petition because it had not 
met the marijuana regula-
tory law passed statewide 
by voters in 2018.

It applies only to two 
issues. “It applies on 
whether the city could opt 
in or opt out. Or it applies 
to limiting the number city 
wide as it applies to retail 
marijuana.”

The petition language 
also was not in the form 
of an ordinance amend-
ment required by state 
law. Kramer said the city 
“respects, appreciate, 
and acknowledges the 
efforts of the petition-
ers. We will take it under 
consideration.”

The council also could 
not legally put a zoning 
issue on the ballot itself. 
A petition with 20 per-
cent of voters rather than 
the 5 percent under the 
marijuana law could be 
presented.

Knaack said the mari-
juana vote failed in Branch 
County and only passed 
in the city by 130 votes. 

He noted Coldwater is 
the only city of its size 
looking at putting sales 
downtown.

Knaack said “we are 
not disallowing it forever. 
If we allow it now we are 
allowing it forever.”

The issue has torn the 
city since June when the 
council lifted its morato-
rium to allow recreational 
marijuana in the city after 
voters legalized manufac-
ture and sales in 2018.

As staff prepared for 
license applications, City 
Attorney Megan Angel 
recognized a problem with 
granting licenses.

She learned by setting 
a 500-foot buffer restric-
tion between licenses it 
would need to implement 
a scoring system to award 
limited licenses or invite 
lawsuits.

The original limita-
tion would allow only one 
license downtown.

T h e  P l a n n i n g 
Commission had voted in 
June to allow downtown 
sales in a 5-2 vote with the 
500 foot buffer.

In a special meeting in 
September, the Planning 
Commission in a 6-3 
vote  recommended the 
city council ban adult 
recreational marijuana 
sales downtown as well 
as remove the buffers 
between establishments 
around I-69.

Then Sept. 14 the 
Coldwater City Council 
voted  7-2 vote it was ready 
to open both downtown 
and the I-69 business 
districts for unlimited 
retail recreational mari-
juana sales sparking then 
intense community debate 
and lobbying.

When the final ordi-
nance vote came Monday 
night, downtown sales 
were banned. 

MARIJUANA
From Page A1

helping them stay on 
their feet until we can 
defeat the pandemic 
and Michigan can fully 
reopen.”

S i n c e  M a r c h , 
Consumers Energy and 
its charitable founda-
tion have now provided 
over $16 million to help 
Michigan residents. 
Consumers Energy has 
suspended energy shut-
offs for nonpayment for 
residential and most 
business customers.

CE also is making pay-
ment arrangements for 
customers in need. It 
can also provide access 
to federal, state and 

local resources that can
help small businesses.

“We knew from the
s t a r t  t h i s  p a n d e m i c
would create unimagi-
nable challenges for 
many people and busi-
nesses,” said Brian Rich,
Consumers Energy’s
chief customer officer. 
“We’re talking about our
neighbors, our friends 
and even our co-work-
ers. We know we have 
an obligation to help our 
communities stay resil-
ient through this time.”

Consumers Energy
is Michigan’s largest
energy provider serv-
ing natural gas and/or
electricity to 6.7 million 
of the state’s 10 million
residents in all 68 Lower
Peninsula counties.

It is the principal sub-
sidiary of CMS Energy. 

ENERGY
From Page A1

patrons can quickly get a 
package of pre-selected 
similar  movies for  a 
themed-movie marathon 
at home.

“Whatever brings to you 
the library, with our capac-
ity limits and public health 
concerns in mind, we ask 
that all patrons limit their 
time in the building to one 

hour or less,” Rucker said. 
“Having this limit is the 
right thing to do at this 
time so that the maximum 
amount of people can use 
the library safely.”

All branches are follow-
ing all the CDC guidelines 
and requiring face cover-
ings. They’ve installed 
plexiglass partitions, 
increased ventilation and 
disinfect surfaces every 
hour, or more as needed.

“Library staff have been 
fantastic taking on this 
additional role” Rucker 

said.
It’s still service with a 

smile behind that mask, 
“even if you can’t see it,” 
he said.

Summers at libraries are 
usually busy, but this year, 
while numbers were down, 
some branches offered 
outdoors and socially dis-
tanced programs.

The Bronson and Union 
Township branches have 
adequately large and quiet 
outdoor spaces to allow for 
outdoor story times. They 
drew up to 30 children at a 

time, Rucker said.
Staff have been offering a 

wide variety of online pro-
grams — nearly 300 original 
programs since April. They 
are on the library website or 
Facebook page. They have 
also hosted programs such 
as the Boogie Woogie Kid, 
and Holocaust survivor, 
Irene Butter.

“Public engagement with 
these programs has been 
phenomenal,” Rucker said. 
“I’m heartened at how both 
our patrons and our staff 
seem to have found a good 

balance between provid-
ing as much of our normal 
service as we’re able while 

keeping our operations as 
safe as possible for every-
one involved.”
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contacts are fewer.
“The hybrid plan has 

worked out well for us,” 
Whelan said.

Coldwater students meet 
in person either Monday 
and Tuesday or Thursday 
and Friday.

Enrollment is down by 

78 students, Whelan said, 
but it was expected. They 
budgeted for a drop of 75 
students.

Most of the students who 
left the district were elemen-
tary students going to either 
Quincy that meets four days 
a week or Bronson that meets 
five days, Whelan said.

They also budgeted for a 
drop in the per pupil foun-
dation. But word from the 
state is the per pupil founda-
tion allowance will remain at 

$8,111. So the budget is safe as 
funding will not be cut.

The student computers on 
order have not come in as the 
demand nation-wide is very 
high. However, Whelan said 
they expect to have a ship-
ment by mid-October. It is 
coming from a new source 
that recently became avail-
able through the state.

In other business, the 
board hired Elizabeth Smith, 
a Lakeland fourth-grade 
teacher. They accepted the 

resignation of Ashely Britton, 
a third-grade Jefferson 
Elementary teacher and 
Marguerite Grupke, the Max 
Larsen music teacher.

Board approved support 
staff hires included Kaitlin 
Meyers and Ana Rodriguez 
for Max Larsen; Elizabeth 
Bumpus for the Kids Club 
Childcare Center; Zannah 
Mousa for Legg Middle 
School.

Lynn Marshall resigned 
as secretary at Coldwater 

High School and the board 
approved Karen Kinsey, 
attendance secretary, as her 
replacement.

The board also approved 
extra duty position for fall and 
upcoming sports.

Jayda Kelly is the Legg 
Middle School Cross Country 
coach

Football coaches will be 
Jeff Schorfhaar varsity; Jamie 
Spray, Mark De Meester and 
Jeff Gallup as varsity assis-
tant coaches; Dave Bach and 

Jeff Qualls leading JV; Zack
Stempien and Derek Smith
eighth grade; and Toby Kirk
and Ryan Scheetz, coaching 
seventh grade football.

Boys basketball coaches
will be Aaron Bucklin for var-
sity; Jeff Houtz, JV; Jeramie
Douglas coaching freshman 
boys basketball.

The next regular Coldwater
school board meeting will be
6 p.m. Oct. 26, at the admin-
istration building at 401 Sauk
River Drive.
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Companion
Corner

969 W. Wildwood Rd. Quincy
Ph: 639-4426

Open: Sunday - Wednesday 9-12
Thursday 9-5; Friday 9-6

Saturday 9-4
Kindly brought to you by:

15 West Pearl Street • Coldwater • 278-2318

Annie is a senior lab mix that came from Puerto Rico after the hurricanes. 
Tinker is a senior that loves to be held and cuddled.  Both just need a good home.

.Tank is our longest resident at the shelter.  He will be going into
the prison training program next week and would love to have a

family waiting for him.  He is 87lbs and very strong but loves
walks and has done good with the female dogs we have played

with him.  He would prefer a home with no cats.

Pixie is 1 yr old beautiful grey/white cat that is an adult
but on the small side.  She is very sweet.

Lordy, Lordy
Look Who’s 40!
RICH BROWN
Stop By Rid Of
Stuff For Cake

Thursday,
October 1

10 AM-2 PM



Branch District Library October 16, 2020

Coldwater, The Daily Reporter, October 13, 2020, page A2 

 of 11 11

that may only hurt him 
in a pivotal state against 
Democrat Joe Biden. While 
she risked politicizing the 
moment, the governor said 
Friday that she didn’t think 
twice about calling out the 
president.

“I am raising two daugh-
ters who I want to be bold, 
too, you know, and to speak 
truth to power,” Whitmer 
said in an Associated Press 
interview.

Whitmer’s speech had 
the expected impact. 
Rather than express con-
cern for her safety or health, 
Trump said she had “done 
a terrible job as governor” 
and “rather than say thank 

you, she calls me a white 
supremacist,” reminding 
voters in the state of the 
president’s defense of far-
right groups.

Some Republicans on 
Friday worried Trump’s 
reaction would hurt him 
in a state he’s trying des-
perately to win on Nov. 3. 
And Michigan Republicans 
critical of Trump expressed 
disbelief at state GOP 

leaders’ failure to call 
out, or even mildly chide,
Trump.

“I’m astounded in the 
last 24 hours no new 
Republican has come
o u t  a n d  r e n o u n c e d 
Trump’s rhetoric,” said 
Jeff Timmer, a onetime 
Republican strategist 
who has distanced him-
self from the party since
Trump’s election. 

Charles C. Heath, 80, 
of Coldwater, passed 
away Sunday, October 
11, 2020 at Grand 
Vista in Marshall.

A graveside service 
will be held Wednesday, 
October 14, 2020 
at 11:00 AM at Oak 
Grove Cemetery in 
Coldwater with Pastor 
Nelson Brandymore 
officiating. Visitation 
will be held Tuesday, 
October 13, 2020 from 5-7:00 PM at 
Dutcher Funeral Home in Coldwater.

Charles was born May 21, 1940 in Branch County, 
MI to Clarence & Nora (Beers) Heath. He married 
Ruth D. Bradley on November 3, 1962 in Bronson, 
MI. She preceded him in death on June 8, 2018.

Mr. Heath worked for 20 years at American Truck 
Lines and Consolidated Freightways until his retire-
ment. He attended the Free Methodist Church in 
Coldwater and loved to watch old Western films. 
Charles was an avid hunter, ranking 3rd in the state 
for the largest buck in 1960. Most of all, he was 
a devoted husband, spending 18 years dedicated 
to caring for his wife until her passing in 2018.

Charles is survived by his sons Bobby (Peggy 
) Heath of Coldwater, Terry (Ruth) Heath of 
Liberty, MO, his sister Lorraine (Steve) Clifford 
of Fremont, IN, his half-sister Dort Herman 
of Coldwater and his grandson Adam Heath of 
Grand Rapids. In addition to his wife, he was pre-
ceded in death by his grandson Travis Heath, his 
brother Gene Heath and his sister Donna Fisk.

Memorials may be directed to the Branch County 
Commission on Aging. www.dutcherfh.com.

Charles C. Heath
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RECORD&AREA

The Daily Reporter values accuracy. If you see an inac-
curacy, please bring it to our attention so we can set the 
record straight. Call (517) 278-2318 or email newsroom@
thedailyreporter.com.

M A K I N G  I T  R I G H T

David S. “Dave” Hassett, age 57, of Auburn, 
Indiana passed away unexpectedly on 
Thursday, October 8, 2020 at his home.

He was born on Nov. 15, 1962 in Angola, Ind.
Funeral arrangements are pending and will be 

announced by Beams Funeral Home –Fremont, Ind.

David S. “Dave” Hassett
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Jack Fleming, 62, of Jackson, formerly of Coldwater, 
passed away on Sunday, October 11, 2020 at Henry 
Ford Allegiance Health Center in Jackson.

A private graveside service will be held at 
Dayburg Cemetery. The family is being served by 
Lighthouse Funeral & Cremation of Union City.

Jack Fleming

Darlene B. Woodham, 71, of Tekonsha Township, 
passed away at home Thursday, October 8, 
2020, under the care of Promedica Hospice.

No public services will be held at this time. 
The family is being served by Lighthouse 
Funeral & Cremation of Union City.

Darlene B. Woodham

Ardella Maxine Drudge, 95 of Tekonsha 
passed away Thursday, October 8, 2020 at 
Promedica Coldwater Regional Hospital.

In following her wishes, cremation has taken place. 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the family will have 
a memorial service at the Tekonsha Union Church 
of Christ at a later date. The family was cared for 
by Dutcher Funeral Home. www.dutcherfh.com 

Ardella Maxine Drudge

DON'T
DRINK
AND
DRIVE

office last week, according 
to contact tracers.

She told courthouse 
officials the office will 
remained closed until 
someone from her office 

can be cleared to open 
again for business. All 
three employees went into 
quarantine until tests are 
returned for them.

One of three quaran-
tined 3-A District Court 
employees was confirmed 
positive for COVID-1.  
Contact tracing began for 
Court Office Mike Fadden 
for those who may have 

had contact within six feet 
for more than 15 minutes 
with him last week.

F a d d e n ,  t h e  c o u r t 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  a n d 
Magistrate David Coyle 
quarantined after 3-A 
District Judge Brent Weigle 
tested positive last week.

A ninth death from 
B r a n c h  C o u n t y  w a s 
r e c o r d e d  o v e r  t h e 

weekend. The Harvard
University COVID-19 
dashboard showed in
the seven-day average
through Saturday, there
were 5.7 new cases con-
firmed in Branch County,
a 3.7% positive on an aver-
age 137 new tests done
daily in the county. The
county total is now at 680
cases.

VIRUS
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area through education, 
cross-cultural outreach 
and services like immi-
gration and translation 
assistance. She works as 
a medical assistant in an 
OB/GYN office.

Kramer appointed her 
to the Coldwater Planning 
Commission. Alsuraimi 
sees the second and third 
generations going onto 
to college or training and 
returning to Coldwater 
to contribute to t h e 
community.

Since 2012, Coldwater 
Police have had at least 
one officer of Arabic 
descent.  The latest, 
Antesar Azookari, is a local 
graduate. She first worked 
as a sheriff’s deputy.

You see more members 
working in local stores and 
businesses. 

“We have some working 
in local pharmacies. They 
left town, got degrees and 
now are back,” Alsuraimi 
said. “They are going to 

come back and invest here, 
because this is their home 
town.”

As the number of fami-
lies grows they are moving 
into other Wards. 

“They are moving out 
into the city, closer to 
schools” she said.

Musa Ahmed, a spokes-
person for The American 
Moslem Society, said the 
city was helpful ironing 
out issues in his commu-
nity and government.

It helped approve a site 
plan for a new  28,000 sq. 
ft. mosque on four lots 
put together to make a 
2.25 acre site in the First 
Ward. Fund raising for the 
religious and education 
building hit a fundraising 
snag with the pandemic. 

“Our mosque has been 
serving the community 
since 1980 in a small 
house” and converted 
church, Musa Ahmed said.

The mosque has been 
closed due to COVID-
19 concerns, but now 
has opened with twice 
the prayers with smaller 
groups.

The Arab community 
has complied with the 

Governor’s orders both 
wearing masks and social 
distancing

“We have not asked a 
lot,” Ahmed said, “but the 
city has been there.”

A current request is for 
an adult soccer field. The 
Heritage Park field was 
used for youth baseball 
when Coldwater schools 
took the former ball parks 
for a new school.

“We hope to have some-
thing worked out soon,” 
Kramer said.

City Clerk Susan Heath 
said “I have seen a great 
uptick in voting by (the 
Arab) community.” She 
has had at least one Arab 
community member as an 
election worker. 

“We would always like 
more, especially in years 
like this with heavy turn-
out,” Heath said. 

She has even reached 
out to high school students 
fluent in both Arabic and 
English.

Alsuraimi said in many 
ways the Yemeni com-
munity is conservative, 
“expect politically.”

The effort is not one 
way. Christine Delaney, 

executive director of the 
Tibbits Opera House, in 
2015 used a $25,000 grant 
to bring Arab American
National Museum staff
to Coldwater for a week
for public meetings and
school education. Local
Arabic community mem-
bers participated.

The effort came after an 
ISIS attack in Paris stirred
local fears. 

“The point of this pro-
gram is to educate all
people so they are not
afraid,” she said. “There
is nothing in this commu-
nity of which we should be
afraid.”

It was then Coldwater 
Police quickly made it clear
trouble would not be toler-
ated when young Arab men
were confronted at a gas 
station and the incident 
was posted online.

Last year,  the city
participated in a local 
meeting with the Arab 
American Society and 
the Detroit FBI office to 
insure each group there
was no threat from local
residents and the govern-
ment was not targeting 
them.
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Kalamazoo fell from 
8.7% in July to 7.7% in 
August after hitting 17.3 
in April.

S t .  J o s e p h  C o u n t y 
was at 30.3% in April, 
then dropped to 8.2% in 
August down from 9.3% 
in July.

Michigan was 24% in 
April and remains steady 
at 8.7% in July and August.

M i c h i g a n  W o r k s 
employment offices in 
all but Calhoun County 

are open only to virtual 
a p p o i n t m e n t s  u n d e r 
P h a s e  1  C O V I D - 1 9 
protocols.

Bungart-Bibb said they 
are looking at opening one 
day a week for in-person 
appointments.

Only the Battle Creek 
office is open two days 
a week for in-person 
a p p o i n t m e n t s .  T h e y 
are watching the office 
there because of spikes 
in COVID-19 cases in 
Calhoun. 

The only in person 
meetings are for proce-
dures which “can only be 
performed in person or 

where the clients has no 
access to internet.”

Bungart-Bibb said it is 
not only COVID-19 safety 
issue “but there are great 
numbers of people strug-
gling with unemployment 
benefit issues.”

Last week, a client 
threatened to drive his 
car through the office of 
Michigan Works because 
he knew unemployment 
staff were working there. 
Police were notified and 
precautions taken.

She said safety issues 
like this will be consid-
ered when opening offices 
under other phases.

In July in the seven
counties, which make
up Region 8, there were 
over 3,800 jobs posted 
online. Of those job post-
ings, retail sales workers
topped the list along with
registered nurses and
frontline supervisors for 
retail sales.

Of those job postings,
36.5% require a degree of 
which 6.18% were for an 
associates, 25.81% were 
for a bachelor’s, and
4.59% for a masters.

Of the job postings, 
63.5% required a high
school diploma or voca-
tional training.

JOB
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BRANCH DISTRICT LIBRARY
FIRST NOTICE OF

2021 BUDGET HEARING

October 19, 2020
5:30 P.M.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81623472004
TAKE NOTICE:  On October 19, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. the
Branch District Library Board shall conduct a public
hearing on its proposed 2021 budget of estimated
revenues and expenditures. Due to the coronavirus
pandemic, this budget hearing will be conducted online
via the Zoom platform at the address above. Full public
participation details are available on the library website
at https://www.BranchDistrictLibrary.org. 

The property tax millage rate proposed to be
levied to support the proposed budget will be a
subject of this hearing. 

Copies of the budget are available for public inspection
at the entrance to the Library Headquarters, 10 East
Chicago Street, Coldwater, and at each branch location
– Algansee, Bronson, Quincy, Sherwood, and Union
City, or on our website: 

https://www.BranchDistrictLibrary.org/budgets.


