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Submitted on Monday, October 28, 2019 - 23:54
Submitted values are:

  ==Your Name and Contact Information==
    First and Last Name (Optional): Kathryn Barnes
    Telephone Number (Optional): 517 677 8312
    Email (Optional): greenwoodsart@msn.com

  ==Your Message==
    Subject (Optional): Film Quality
    Message Body:
    I just watched MIDSOMMAR, a film reviewed as an "Adult fairy
    tale". This film is rated R, but it should be X rated for nudity,
    fornication, drugs, violence, perversion, pagan rituals including
    human sacrifice, demon possession etc. It is not the type of film
    that I think our tax money should be spent on because it might
    get into the hands of children, teens, or unstable adults and
    really do some harm.
    Two girls tried to kill their friend because they were influenced
    by a horror film about the Slender Man.....They were only 12
    years old. They were committed to mental hospitals for 25 and 40
    years. The girl they nearly stabbed to death is traumatized for
    life.... Unfortunately, horror films can hurt and derange the
    psyche of children, teens, and even adults. Horror films and
    other sick films can lead to crimes too.
    I see the library invest in more and more horror films.
    Meanwhile, good films go unseen. Also I see libraries invest in
    romance novels and trendy books while they do not have the
    classics or good non fiction on many subjects.
    When I was a child I went to the library and I knew it was full
    of good books. Now it is like having to sift through the trash to
    try to find something good to read, or view.
    I think either you should have someone review movies prior to you
    buying them, and to also be more particular on books. For
    example, a library should have the Little House on the Prarie
    series instead of just a lot of nonsense.
    I see books on witchcraft but not one book by Kahil Gibran.
    Midsommar is a wake up call. I don't know how bad it has to get
    before the library commits to uplifting humanity instead of
    playing up to what they think people want in a negative sense of
    that......maybe some people do want garbage to see and read,
    maybe, but that doesn't mean that others want to pay for that.
    Sincerely,
    KB
    ps. I complained about a movie before, The Indian Wars, that I
    felt was racist and not an accurate portrayal of native americans
    (using whooping Hollywood Indians for example, played by Italians
    used as if it is a documentary, but it is a one-sided racist view
    that is against native people)…..I see that movie is still on
    the shelves at the Coldwater library. No one cared enough to
    remove it. However, 500 nations fell by the wayside which was a
    much better historic portrayal of native American heritage,
    culture and the wars.
    I hope you understand what I am trying to tell you.
    Thank you for reading this. I hope it does some good.
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Kathryn Barnes 
greewoodsart@msn.com 

October 31, 2019 

Dear Kathryn, 

Thank you for your letter of October 28, 2019, addressing your thoughts 
over the film Midsommar and other concerns about the library’s 
collection. Our Board of Trustees has a Materials Selection Policy, 
available online at  
https://www.BranchDistrictLibrary.org/materials_selection_policy. This 
policy both informs our collection development strategies and guides our 
responses to feedback about the collection. 

The above policy provides a mechanism for bringing a complaint about 
library materials to our attention, specifically via a form to request the 
library to reconsider an item. This form is available in paper at any library 
branch, or online at  
https://www.BranchDistrictLibrary.org/reconsideration_request. I’ll 
address the concerns from your message, but I’d encourage you to use 
this form as it has some prompts for extra information.  

If you find my response below unsatisfactory, you are welcome to address 
your concerns to the Library Board per the above policy, either by 
attending our next meeting in Coldwater on Monday, November 18, 
2019, at 5:30pm, or in correspondence addressed to the Board. You may 
email them at https://www.BranchDistrictLibrary.org/email_bdl_board or 
you may send a letter to the Coldwater Branch addressed to the Board’s 
attention. 

I was not aware of this movie before you brought it to my attention, but I 
have spent some time over the last couple of days reading reviews from a 
wide array of sources (Common Sense Media to the New York Times), and 
watching the published trailers for the film. Personally, I’m not a big fan 
of this genre and choose not to watch such films, but after reviewing the 
critical response to this movie, it is clearly regarded highly by many 
critics. RogerEbert.com gives it 4/5 stars. The Guardian gave it 5/5. Other 
critics label the director as a new master of the horror genre, saying such 
things as Midsommar will be the new standard by which such films are 
measured (from director Jordan Peele). It’s not my preferred type of film to 
watch, but for people who do like the genre, it seems to be a hit. 

Common Sense Media, an outlet I have used many times as a parent, 
gave it 4/5 starts, thought it rated it appropriate for adults only and 
cautioned that it is “unsettling” and “extremely violent” and contains 
“graphic sex scenes”. The warning on our library record for this title is 
similar: “Rating: R; for disturbing, ritualistic violence and grisly images, 
strong sexual content, graphic nudity, drug use and language.” The back 
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of the DVD cover contains the same warning, though admittedly in small print next to the “R” 
rating symbol.  

At the library, this title is available for checkout only by those who are over 18 or whose parents/
guardians have made the personal decision to grant their minor adult borrowing privileges. 

Our Materials Selection Policy provides the following criteria for selecting items: 

• Availability and suitability of physical form for use. 
• Suitability of subject, style and reading level for the intended audience. 
• Reputation and/or significance of author. 
• Reputation of the publisher or producer. 
• Quality of design and illustrations. 
• Present and potential relevance to community needs. 
• Demand for materials. 
• Relationship to existing materials in the collection on the same subject. 
• Availability and accessibility of the some material in the area. 
• Appropriateness and effectiveness of medium to content. 
• Importance as a document of the times. 
• Insight into human and social conditions. 
• Attention given by critics, reviewers, professional book selection aids and the public. 

Also, “Works normally are not excluded because of language or explicit text or illustrations, if 
they meet previously stated criteria.” Midsommar meets several of the criteria above (demand, 
critical response, reputation of the director, etc.). With that in mind, Midsommar will remain in 
BDL’s adult movie collection. 

To address some of your other concerns, as a lover of the classics myself, I am also sad that not 
every library can be filled with all of those great works. But available space and relevance to 
patron demands are paramount here. As our Materials Selection Policy states “The collection is 
not intended to be either comprehensive or archival.” There is just not room or money enough to 
have it all. Thankfully, our MeLCat interlibrary loan service provide items that we may lack and 
are in light demand. For public domain classics, we can also help patrons with finding free digital 
downloads for instant gratification. 

I was completely unaware of Kahil Gibran before your letter, so thanks very much for this insight. 
I have forwarded to our selectors information on him, The Prophet, and the 2014 animated 
adaptation of that work. The Prophet sounds fascinating, as does Gilbran’s personal story, and I 
look forward to learning more about both. 

Sincerely Yours, 

John Rucker 
Library Director
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www.thedailyreporter.com Friday, October 18, 2019 A3

REGION

Saturday
• AABC Halloween Pub Crawl and 
Costume Contest, 5 p.m. sign up 
and start at The Pub; play games, 
win prizes; specials, games and 
features at each location; early 
sign up $10 and $15 at the door; 
call AABC at (517) 294-1360.
• “Family Fright Night,” 4-7 
p.m., Branch District Library 
Coldwater Branch; includes 
family-friendly games, crafts 
and trick-or-treating for all 
ages; a spookier time for older 
teens and adults will be 8-10 
p.m.; includes a zombie maze 
and ghost hunting.
• AA: closed meeting at noon, 
open meeting at 8 p.m. at 23 ½ 
S. Monroe St., Marshall, behind 
Shorty’s Barber Shop. Message 
line at (517) 279-7776.
• AA: closed women's meeting 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at 22 W. Pearl 
Street, Coldwater.
• AA: closed meeting 4:30-5:30 
p.m. at 22 W. Pearl St.
• We Do Recover group of 
Narcotics Anonymous: open 
meeting at 6 p.m. at 22 W. Pearl 
St., Suite 2, Coldwater. Call (269) 
841-7091.
• Coldwater Area Runners: 8 
a.m. at Heritage Park near the 
Rec. Center for a free group run. 
All ages and running or walk-
ing paces. Visit Coldwater Area 
Runners on Facebook.
• Weekly Bible Study: 9:45-
10:30 a.m. at Rayborn Memorial 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 
399 N. Fremont Rd., Coldwater. 
Study material and child care 
provided.
 
Sunday
• AA Meeting: 1 and 8 p.m., 23 ½ 
S. Monroe St., Coldwater, behind 
Shorty’s Barber Shop. Message 
line at (517) 279-7776.
• Open: We Do Recover group 
of Narcotics Anonymous, 6 
p.m. at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 2, 
Coldwater. Call (269) 841-7091.
• Breakfast: 7:30 to 10:30 a.m. at 
Montgomery American Legion, 
964 McCallum St.
• The First Congregational 
Church in Bronson: Open Bible 
Study, 9 a.m.; Pre-Worship 
Music, 10 a.m., Regular, 
Traditional and Contemporary 
Service, 10:30 a.m., coffee hour 
to follow.
 
Monday
• McTeacher Night for Jennings 
Elementary, 4:30-7 p.m., Quincy 
McDonalds; school staff and 
teachers will be on site to 

welcome and assist families and 
students; McDonalds will donate 
a percentage of inside sales to 
the school.
• Spooktacular Quartermania 
& Spaghetti Dinner Buffet for 
Helping Hand Pantries, 6-8 p.m., 
Vita’s Cafe & Castaway Lounge, 
632 Lake Drive, Coldwater; over 
20 items to bid on to win with 
just four quarters; two big ticket 
raffle items; dinner includes 
spaghetti, salad, garlic bread 
and non-alcoholic drinks; $15 
for adults and $7.50 for children 
12 and under; kids in costume 
receive Halloween candy; limited 
seats; to reserve please email 
helpinghandpantries@gmail.
com.
• AA: noon and 8 p.m. at 23 ½ S. 
Monroe St., Coldwater, behind 
Shorty’s Barber Shop. Message 
line at (517) 279-7776.
• AA Closed: AA meeting 4:30 to 
5:30 p.m. at 22 W. Pearl St.
• Men on a Mission - male 
survivors of domestic or sexual 
assault. Free and confidential 
sessions from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. at 
Laura’s Place, 210 N. Michigan 
Ave., Coldwater. Call (517) 278-
7233 or email bccadvcrisis@
cbpu.com.
• Open: We Do Recover group 
of Narcotics Anonymous at 6 
p.m. at 22 W. Pearl St., Suite 2, 
Coldwater. Call (269) 841-7091.
• Euchre: 6 p.m. at Coldwater 
Moose Lodge 677, 117 E. Chicago 
Rd. Open to the public.
• Kiwanis Club meeting: 11:45 
a.m. to 1 p.m. basement of the 
Coldwater Elks, 47 Division 
St. Call Denny Brieske at 
517-462-8194.
• Arthritis Aquatic Class: 
8:30-9:30 a.m. or 12-1 p.m. at 
ProMedica Coldwater Regional 
Hospital, 274 E. Chicago St. Call 
(517) 279-5457.
• Walk for ME: meet at Heritage 
Park, Coldwater. Call (517) 
781-6499.
• Water Aerobics: 9 to 10 a.m. 
Dr. Robert Browne Aquatic 
Center, 250 Western Ave. Cost: 
$5 for members, $8 for non-mem-
bers. Discount passes available.
• Bronson TOPS Club Chapter 
#367: Weigh-in 8:45 a.m., meet-
ing 9:15 a.m. in basement of the 
First Congregational Church, 139 
W. Chicago Rd., Bronson. Call 
517-238-2113.
• Coldwater Sweet Adelines: 
Rehearsal 6 p.m. at H. & C. 
Burnside Senior Center, 65 Grahl 
Dr. Ladies of all ages, four-part 
barbershop music.

C O M M U N I T Y  C A L E N DA R

By Don Reid 
dwreid@aol.com

Dennis Young, 31, “is not a 
drug dealer” defense attor-
ney Ben Jewell told Circuit 
Judge Bill O’Grady. 

Chief Assistant Prosecutor 
Zack Stempien agreed. A 
16-year-old neighbor of a 
family member went to the 
garage in May and smoked 
some marijuana.

“He had a drastic reaction 

and needed medical atten-
tion,” Stempien said. That 
led to investigation by 
Coldwater police. 

When Young pleaded 
guilty to possession of a 
control substance, he said 
he did not realize the youth 
was underage. The teen had 
smelled the drug and asked 
Young “for some hits.”

Jewell said "things like this 
will happen” now that rec-
reational use of marijuana is 

legal. 
Young has stopped using 

marijuana. “This was an eye 
opener.”

Judge O’Grady placed 
Young on 18 moths felony 
probation. He suspended a 
nine month jail sentence. The 
probation is under Section 
7411 of the public health code 
which means if he success-
fully completes probation 
he will not have a conviction 
listed on his record.

Man sentenced for giving 
marijuana to a minor

Critters at the library

Mr. Paul of Classroom Critters went  to Kids’ Place of the Coldwater branch at  Branch District Library 
on Oct. 5 with winged critters, crawling critters, hissing critters and a couple of furry critters. He 
shared his menagerie of exotic pets with about 50 young patrons and their families.  [PHOTO PROVIDED]

We want to share your
news with all our readers!

Send us your club information, 
photos and calendar items to 

newsroom@thedailyreporter.com
and we will publish them for all to see!

Just a couple of tips to follow:
• Photos need to be in JPEG format, a 

minimum of 4 inches high by 6 inches wide.
• Pictures must be clear and focused.
• No private company promos or photos.
• To promote an event, let us know at

least 7 days prior.
• Send us photos of your event no later

than 30 days after the event.

15 W. Pearl Street • Coldwater, Michigan • 517-278-2318 • thedailyreporter.com

The Heart & Soul of Our Community is YOU!
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Page Eight Wednesday, November 6, 2019

Peopleometown
azette

Supper, Continued from page 1

Union City Water Tower progress Union City Library holds storytime
and cookie decorating

Little ones and their families visited the Union City Branch of the Branch District Library last
Thursday for a Halloween themed storytime hour. A story was read, a coloring sheet was colored, and
Halloween cookies were decorated. A weekly storytime will be held at the branch each Thursday at 10:30
a.m. (Photo by Andrea Tennyson)

The Village of Union City has now completed the process of sanitizing the new water tower tank, fill-
ing it up, and testing the water. Now that the Village has passed those hurdles, they will be tuning the
levels of chlorine to below two parts per million before putting the water tower into operation.

"We anticipate that to be complete this week, after which the old tower will be taken out of service
and the new one in. Work on the Dirks Drive well house will begin once the new tower is in service and
in 2020 we will look at taking the old tower down," stated Union City Village Manager Chris Mathis.

Kristy Smith played music for those who waited for supper at the
Sauerkraut Supper on Saturday. (Photo by Donna Claar) Many helped to make the American Legion Post #196 Chili Dinner a success on Saturday. (Photo by Donna Claar)

L to R: Village Manager Chris Mathis, Jim Hurley, Steve Searls, Jill McCombs, LeAndra Otis, Village
President William Avery, Ralph Gottschalk, and DPW Supervisor Jeff Mitchell in front of the base of the
new water tower. (courtesy photo)
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A10 Wednesday, November 6, 2019 www.thedailyreporter.com

COMMUNITY

Kelsey Mainstone is a senior 
at Quincy High School and 
attends the Education General 
Program at the Branch Area 
Careers Center.

She is employed through the 
On-The-Job Training program 
at Branch Intermediate School 
District’s Early Education and 
Special Education program as 
a Teacher Cadet. Her super-
visor is Arin Grissam. Her job 
duties include observing and 
supervising children during 
recess and free play, assist with 
crafts, circle time, bathroom 
and snack. She participates in 
one-on-one lessons with the 
children. Mainstone feels the 
best part of her OJT training 
is watching the children grow 
and learn. Each child is special 
to her. Her OJT training has 
helped her gain experience and 

leadership in her career field. 
She also feels she has grown 
professionally because she has 
pushed herself to accept chal-
lenges and explore outside her 
comfort zone.

At the Branch Area Careers 
Center, she participates in 
Family Career and Community 
Leaders of America (FCCLA) 
where she serves as Chapter 
Treasurer. Last year, Kelsey 
served as Chapter Historian. 
Kelsey also won gold in 
Career Investigation last year 
at FCCLA State Leadership 
Conference.

At Quincy High School, 
Mainstone is the student 
council president, varsity 
softball captain, National 
Honor Society treasurer and 
a member of ASTRA. After 
graduation, she plans on 

attending Kellogg Community 
College and then transfer 
to either Grand Valley State 
University or Central Michigan 
University. She will pursue 
a degree in speech language 
pathology, which will allow 
her to work with pre-school 
children. In her spare time, 
she enjoys reading, watching 
television, and hanging out 
with friends and family. She is 
the daughter of Brian and Kelly 
Mainstone.

 Samantha Young is a senior 
attending Coldwater High 

School and is enrolled in the 
Education General program 
at the Branch Area Careers 
Center. She is employed 
through the On-The-Job 
Training program at Branch 
Intermediate School District’s 
Special Education program as a 
Teacher Cadet. Her supervisor 
is Mindy Travelbee.

Her job duties include super-
vising children with special 
needs in a community pre-
school setting. She supervises 
play time and directs develop-
mentally appropriate play and 
social skill activities. Young 
feels her OJT placement has 
helped her communication, 
team spirit and trustworthi-
ness. She feels the best part of 
her OJT training is watching 
the children grow and prosper. 
She is rewarded by watching 

them work hard and bond with 
classmates. She is the parlia-
mentarian of Family Career
and Community Leaders of 
America club at the BACC.

Last year, Young received 
the Education Project Exhibit
gold level at the FCCLA State
Leadership Conference. At 
Coldwater  High School,
Samantha competes in track
and sideline and competitive 
cheer. Her plan after gradu-
ation is to pursue a degree in
human services at Kellogg 
Community College. She then 
plans to attend Spring Arbor
University with the ultimate 
career goal as a child welfare
social worker. In her spare 
time, Sshe enjoys eating and
spending time playing with 
her dog. She is the daughter of
Linda and Kelly Young.

O N -T H E -J O B  S P O T L I G H T

Mainstone, Young work at Branch County ISD

Mainstone Young

Branch District Library 
will welcome author Kim 
Osterholzer to the Quincy 
Branch at 6 p.m. Nov., 11 
and the Coldwater Branch 
at 6 p.m. Nov. 13.

Osterholzer, a midwife 
w h o ' s  r e c e i v e d  n e a r l y 
600 babies since 1993, 
ushers us behind the doors 
of Amish homes as she 
recounts her lively and 
life-changing adventures 
learning the heart and craft 
of midwifery.

In her book, A Midwife 
in Amish Country, Kim 
chronicles the escapades 
of her nine-year appren-
ticeship grappling with 
the joys and struggles 
of homebirth as she tags 
along with the woman who 
helped her birth her own 
children at home. Some 
births kept her from home 
for days on end; others she 
missed by heart-pounding 
seconds. Yet every birth 
enthralled her, whether 
she was halting hemor-
rhages, blowing air into tiny 
lungs, or bouncing through 
wild rides in ambulances. 
Too many times to count, 
O s t e r h o l z e r  s t u m b l e d 
home feeling overwhelmed 
and inadequate—yet as she 
strained against her mis-
givings, self-doubts, and 

seemingly insurmountable 
challenges, those sacred 
moments transformed her 
into a woman of power and 
conviction.

Her experiences taught 
h e r  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t r u e 
midwifery—stroking, 
smoothing, wiping, tidying, 
nourishing, comforting, 
h e a r i n g ,  e n c o u r a g i n g , 
validating, and witness-
ing. Slowly, steadily, she 
learned to play her part as 
midwife to the Amish—
women unflagging in their 
passion to welcome new 
lives—and at last, tried and 
tested, took her rightful 
place among them.

Books will be available 
for sale and signing at the 
event.

A l l  B r a n c h  D i s t r i c t 
Library events are free and 
open to the public and a 
library card is not required 
to attend. The Coldwater 
Branch is accepting regis-
trations for this event at

BranchDistrictLibrary.
org/register or by calling 
(517) 278-2341 ex. 100. No 
registrations is required 
for the Quincy Branch. For 
more information about 
other events at BDL, visit 
BranchDistrictLibrary.org 
or follow “Branch District 
Library” on Facebook.

Author to visit 
Branch County 
libraries

Monday, Keith Teachout 
presented a program to the 
Coldwater Kiwanis Club entitled 
“Every Marine is a Rifleman.”

Regardless of the military occu-
pational specialty, whether clerk, 
cook or mechanic as a Marine, you 
are always a rifleman.

Teachout related his expe-
riences in the Marie Corps as 
a part of the detail that pro-
vided security on Marine One 
for President Ronald Reagan in 
the 1980s. His assignment was 
HMX-1 Security Unit which 
provided direct support to the 

President. Teachout related
many memorable moments
including

breakfast with his unit with
President Reagan.

Teachout is vice president 
at ACM Manufacturing in
Coldwater.

Maine shares program 
with Coldwater Kiwanis

Keith Teachout spoke to the Coldwater Kiwanis Club Monday about his service as a Marine. 

410 East Chicago Road
Coldwater, MI  
517-278-5661

INSURANCE

125 W. Chicago St. • Jonesville, MI
517-849-1000

insure@barrettins.com • www.barrettins.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS (NEW & USED) CLOCK REPAIR

Modern and Antique Clocks • Free Estimates & Delivery
105 Edwin • Colon, MI

We make housecalls for Grandfather clocks, Call 1-800-440-9844
Allen Antique Barn • 9247 West Chicago Road • US 12 Allen MI

(517) 869-2888

Authorized
Service

Center For
Howard
Miller
Clocks

MEDICARE
MADE EASY
Medicare coverage is a

specialty with us, not a sideline.

PARTY RENTALS
“For all your party needs”

We rent:
Canopys, Tables & Chairs

Set up & delivery available
MI (517) 61SHADE

MI (517) 517-639-4703

Division of Newberry & Sons, Inc.
Rentals

www.canopysrusmi.com

TABLE & CHAIR RENTAL

Advertise

Here For

Only
Per
Week
4 Week Minimum

Commitment

INSURANCE
HEALTH INSURANCE

For All Ages
Affordable Care Act Coverage

MEDICARE COVERAGE
160 Division Street • Suite C • Coldwater, MI 49036

(517) 278-8303Ron Budd                                  Floyd Johnson

DENTAL OFFICE

David Grife, DDS • Jonathan Koyl, DDS
Accepting New Patients And Emergency Patients At Our Office

www.coldwaterdentist.com 517-279-9212 • 575 N. Union City Rd. • Coldwater

LAWN & GARDEN SALES & REPAIR

514 Marshall Road •  Coldwater, MI • (517) 924-1500
Monday – Friday  9am – 5pm

www.outdoorandmoreonline.com • Like Us on Facebook

Golf Carts Sales & Service 
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ABOUT  
THE HOUSE
Water is both 
friend and foe

TODAY
Mostly sunny

36° / 20°

SATURDAY
Clouding up

34° / 19°

SUNDAY
Partly sunny

35° / 28°
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PREP 
FOOTBALL
Tekonsha’s Warren 
leads 8-man honors

L E I S U R E  | 
W E E K E N D

WHITNEY 
HOUSTON 
BELONGS IN 
ROCK HALL

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

BRONSON — Work crews 
are laying concrete side-
walks, curbs and handicapped 
ramp crossing along U.S. 12 in 
Bronson, despite the cold and 

snow.
That is the only part of the 

U.S. 12 repaving that will take 

place this year.
The early snow and cold 

closed down asphalt plants 

before the seven miles of 
repaving between the St. 
Joseph County line and Wayne 
Street in Bronson could begin.

When work started in early 
October, MDOT had hoped to 
finish it by Nov. 15. 

E a r l y  w i n t e r  w e a t h e r 

prevented that.
The $2 million project is 

intended to extend the life of 
the road, improve safety and 
create a smooth surface for 
motorists when it is completed 
now in late spring of 2020, 
according to MDOT.

Work on U.S. 12 in Bronson is delayed
The early snow and cold closed down asphalt plants before 
the seven miles of repaving between the St. Joseph County 
line and Wayne Street in Bronson could begin.

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

UNION CITY — The
changeover is complete
from the old to the new-
water tower in Union
City.

Village Manager Chris 
Mathis said a big benefit
are morning showers. 
With completion and
change over the water
pressure in the city 
system has increased 20
psi.

He said the increase
caused only one major 
issue in the village.

“We blew out the water
line to one house.”

The project cost around
$1 million with funding 
from a low interest loan 
from the USDA Rural
Development program.

Mathis said the old 
tower is in temporary 
retirement after 96 years 
of serving the commu-
nity. He estimates it 
provided approximately 
3.5 billion gallons of water
for the village during 
that time with its 75,000 
gallon capacity.

C o n s t r u c t e d  b y
Chicago Bridge & Iron
Works it will stand until 

Union City 
water tower 
switch is 
complete

By Don Reid
dwreid@aol.com

BRANCH COUNTY — 
Next month, the Branch 
County Central dispatch 
E-911 board will recom-
mend to Branch County 
Commission a winning bid 
to rebuild and upgrade the 
county emergency radio 
system for police and fire.

O n l y  t w o  v e n d o r s 
responded to the request 
for proposals to convert the 
current VHS system to the 
state-supported 800 mHz. 
The plan was adopted by the 
911 board after consultants 
ACD Telcom reviewed and 
analyzed the current system 

modified since 1992 when all 
local dispatch consolidated.

The 911 board has been 
studying the upgrade for the 
past three years.

J&K Communications 
offered a $7 million plan 
using Kenwood radios. 
Motorola provided options 
using its equipment for 
around $9 million.

E - 9 1 1  D i r e c t o r  K u r t 
Spalding said the propos-
als are complex and have 
various options and have 
been sent to ADC Telcom 
for review, analysis and 
recommendations.

One decision is whether 

Decision coming for 
911 radio upgrade

Celebrating Bahamas-style, Kids’ Place participants made masks and 
costumes typical of Junkanoo festival. [PHOTO PROVIDED]

Staff reports

Families had several recent 
opportunities to attend special 
events at Kids' Place at Branch 
District Library in Coldwater.

One was the opportunity 
to explore the land of the 
Bahamas, its culture, food and 
drink, with Carl Cartwright of 
Quincy.

Cartwright share dfacts 
about his home land such as, 
the Bahamas are made up of 
700 islands and for the right 
price, one can rent an island to 
call their own, said Linda Dull, 
Kids' Place director.

The children created masks 
and costumes for the Bahamian 
celebration, Junkanoo.

Following the costume 

Kids’ Place learning experience

Event will be Nov. 19 at 
Tibbits Opera House

By Rosalie Currier
 rcurrier@sturgisjournal.com

“Art of Holiday: Food, Drink 
and Decor” is coming Nov. 
19 to Tibbits Opera House in  
Coldwater.

The event is especially popu-
lar for friend groups looking for 
a reason to gather before the 
rush of the holidays.

It’s the third year for this 
fundraiser that supports Arts 
Alive. Included in the $55 cost 
is good food, good ideas, good 
recipes and a hands-on, take-
home craft.

Starting at 5:30 p.m., the 
event opens in the Tibbits 
auditorium before participants 
move to the stage for various 
courses of special holiday food.

“We will have banquet tables 
on the stage and everyone will 
be together,” said Stephanie 
Burdick, Tibbits director of 
operations.

Restaurants and chefs from 
the area will be providing the 
different courses. Recipes will 
be included in participant’s 
packets.

After a short break with one 
complimentary drink from 
Ghost Light Bar, everyone 

‘Art of Holiday’  
opens the season

Some friend groups use “Art of Holiday” as a reason to spend time together before the rush of the holidays. It is at 5:30 p.m. Nov. 19 at Tibbits 
Opera House. [PHOTO PROVIDED] See TOWER,  A4
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M A K I N G  I T  R I G H T

Bryan Paul Katz, 75, of Sherwood, 
passed away Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2019, 
at The Laurels of Coldwater.

A memorial service with military honors for Bryan 
will be held at 2:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 22, 2019, at 
Fort Custer National Cemetery in Augusta, with 
Pastor Frank Snyder officiating. The family is being 
cared for by Dutcher Funeral Home in Coldwater.

Bryan Paul Katz

Doris M. (Boardman) Payne, 97, a resident of Maple 
Lawn and formerly of Butler Township, Quincy, 
lost her courageous battle with age and walked 
into the arms of Jesus on November 13, 2019.

She was born in Pittsford to Claude and Eva 
(Schelles) Boardman on January 12, 1922. Doris 
grew up on the family farm, where she enjoyed run-
ning, playing with her brothers, helping her mother 
in the kitchen and her father around the farm.

 She graduated from Pittsford High School in 1940. 
Doris married Harold T. Payne on June 27, 1942. She 
became a military wife while Harold served in the 
Army Air Corps (Air Force) during World War II.

 Doris had various jobs in her lifetime. She retired 
from Bundy Tubing. However, her favorite job was 
being a “wife and mother.” Doris enjoyed painting, 
gardening, nature, walks outside, reading her Bible, 
crocheting, tatting, cross-stitching, knitting, travel-
ing to many foreign countries, including England, 
“The Holy Land,” France, Germany and many of 
the 50 states including Alaska and Hawaii. She also 
enjoyed playing the guitar, piano and organ. During 
winter, she liked sledding, skiing and ice skating. In 
her “spare time,” she golfed and played tennis. She 
was known as thrifty, resourceful and outspoken! 

Survivors include her children, John, Tom 
(Daletta) and Michael; a sister, Ila Hale; a grand-
son, David Payne; grand-“fur child” Summer; 
and numerous nieces and nephews. 

Doris was preceded in death by her husband, 
Harold; her parents, Claude and Eva; brothers 
Melville, James “Richard,” Victor and Merle “Dane”; 
sisters Ruth Wells, Veda Boardman; and her daugh-
ters-in-law, Janice Payne and Marsha Ewers Payne. 

Funeral services for Doris Marie Payne will be 
held at noon Monday, November 18, 2019, at Eagle 
Funeral Home-George White Chapel in Quincy, with 
Pastor Darrin Brown officiating. Interment will fol-
low in Lakeview Cemetery in Quincy. Visitation will 
be held from 10:30 a.m. until the time of service. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made 
to World Harvest Assembly of God Missionary 
Campaign or the Branch County Humane Society.

Doris M. (Boardman) Payne

James Van Gompel, age 89, of Angola, Indiana, 
and formerly of Fremont, passed away Tuesday, 
November 12, 2019, at Parkview Regional 
Medical Center, Fort Wayne, Indiana.

Funeral Arrangements are pend-
ing and will be announced by Beams 
Funeral Home, Fremont, Indiana.

James Van Gompel

Wednesday, Nov. 13 

• Car/deer accident (CD), 
800 block of W. Girard Rd., 
6:52 a.m.
• Property damage accident 
(PDA), 900 block of Flint Rd., 
9:35 a.m.
• PDA, 1000 block of 
Jonesville Rd., 12:45 p.m.
• PDA, 1000 block of E. 
Southern Rd., 2:54 p.m.
• Hit and run accident, 600 

block of Jay St., 3:13 p.m.
• CD, 400 block of E. Central 
Rd., 5:00 p.m.
• CD, 200 block of W. Colon 
Rd., 6:08 p.m.
• CD, 2000 SB, 6:13 p.m.
• CD, 100 block of N. Angola 
Rd., 6:15 p.m.
• CD, 800 block of Dunks Rd., 
7:22 p.m.
• Burglary, 500 block of 
Warren Rd., 9:17 p.m.
 

9 1 1  L O G

J A I L  L O G

Wednesday, Nov. 13 

• Denim Marie Allen, 
obstructing justice/con-
tempt of court.
• The Branch County 

Sheriff’s Office reported 
two car/deer accidents, two 
property damage accidents 
and a jail population of 82 
inmates, with 67 males and 
15 females.

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS PAPERC C

Kids’ Place 
patrons 
learn about 
bluebirds 
from Gene 
Wasserman 
during at the 
Coldwater 
library. 
[PHOTO 
PROVIDED]

making, it  was time 
to sample the typical 
Bahamian dish of pigeon 
peas and rice with mango 
chicken. 

A coconut and mango 
rice dish and rum cake 
were also served along 
with a Bahamian lemon-
ade — Switcha.

T h i s  p r o g r a m  i s 
made possible through 
the generous support 
of   Coldwater Kiwanis 
Club, Dull said.

“The next country we 
will explore is Poland in 
March 2020,” she added.

O n  N o v .  9 ,  G e n e 

W a s s e r m a n  o f  t h e 
Bluebird Society was a 
guest speaker.

“ H e  s h a r e d  m a n y 
interesting facts regard-
ing the needs of our 
feathered friends for the 
winter,” Dull said.

Following 
Wasserman’s program, 
children made peanut 
butter/suet feeders to 
take home.

The annual holiday 
“Books and Cookies with 
Santa” is 10:30 a.m. Dec. 
21. Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
will arrive and Santa will 
read the book the first 75 
families that attend will 
take home as a gift.

There will be photo 
opportunities, letters to 
Santa and cookies, Dull 
said.

KIDS
From Page A1

By The Associated Press

T h e  m o t h e r  o f  a 
Michigan teenager who 
killed himself is suing the 
Archdiocese of Detroit for 
the alleged harm she suf-
fered during his funeral 
when a priest questioned 
whether her son would go 
to heaven.

T h e  l a w s u i t  f i l e d 
T h u r s d a y  i n  W a y n e 
County on behalf of the 
teen’s mother, Linda 
Hullibarger, names as 
defendants the archdio-
cese, Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish and the 
Rev. Don LaCuesta.

Hullibarger and her 
husband, Jeff, said they 
met with LaCuesta in 
December 2018 to plan 
funeral services for their 
18-year-old son, Maison, 
and made it clear they 
wanted the priest to 
deliver a positive and 
uplifting message that 
celebrated the life of 
their son, according to the 
complaint.

T h e  s u i t  a l l e g e s 
LaCuesta instead turned 
his Dec. 8, 2018, homily 
into a message regard-
ing suicide, questioning 
whether the teen would 
go to heaven, The Blade 
in Toledo, Ohio, reported.

Linda Hullibarger said 
in a statement that she 
and her family had “no 
idea, no indication that 
was going to happen.”

The Bedford, Michigan, 
family had not disclosed 
the nature of the youth’s 
d e a t h  t o  t h e  p r i e s t , 
according to the suit.

“No parent, no sib-
ling, no family member, 
should ever, ever have 
to sit through what we 
sat through. And it’s 
happened before. When 
you’re already beyond 
devastated, why would 
you make it even worse? 
No words can describe 
that (because) you don’t 
think you could feel any 
w o r s e , ”  H u l l i b a r g e r 
added in the statement 
released by Charles E. 

Boyk Law Offices LLC.
Death by suicide has 

been considered sinful 
by the Catholic Church 
and other religions for 
centuries, but the church 
has softened its stance in 
recent decades.

Following her son’s 
funeral service, Linda 
H u l l i b a r g e r  s o u g h t 
LaCuesta’s  removal. 
According to her lawsuit, 
a call with Bishop Gerard 
Battersby confirmed that 
church officials believed 
that what LaCuesta did 
was wrong but would not 
remove him.

Hullibarger’s attor-
n e y s  s a i d  i n  t h e i r 
statement that the law-
suit “seeks to hold Father 
L a C u e s t a ,  O u r  L a d y 
of Mt. Carmel Parish, 
and The Archdiocese 
of Detroit accountable 
for the actions of Father 
LaCuesta and to ensure no 
further harm to the parish 
and local community.”

The archdiocese said 
Thursday in a statement 

that it does not comment
on pending litigation and
referred to its December
2018 statement on the
priest’s actions.

In that  statement, 
the archdiocese said in 
part that it acknowl-
edges “that the family
expected a homily based
on how their loved one
lived, not one addressing 
how he passed away. We 
also know the family was
hurt further by Father’s 
choice to share Church 
teaching on suicide,
when the emphasis should 
have been placed more on 
God’s closeness to those
who mourn.”

“ F a t h e r  L a C u e s t a
agrees that the family was 
not served as they should 
have been served,” the 
release from the archdio-
cese continued. 

“For the foreseeable
future, he will not be 
preaching at funerals
and he will have all other 
homilies reviewed by a
priest mentor.”

Woman sues over priest 
who criticized son’s death

By David Eggert
The Associated Press

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
said Thursday that she 
wants to cut the number 
of Michigan’s opioid-
related overdose deaths 
in half within five years, 
joining with other top state 
officials to outline several 
initiatives to combat the 
epidemic.

Her administration 
announced a $1 million 
advertising campaign 
to reduce the stigma 
associated with seeking 
treatment and a plan to no 
longer require Medicaid 
recipients to get prior 
insurance authorization 
from health plans to be 
prescribed medicines that 
treat opioid abuse starting 
Dec. 2.

Three prisons will pilot 
medication-assisted 
treatment — methadone, 
buprenorphine and nal-
trexone — for inmates, 
more than 20 percent of 
whom have an opioid use 
disorder. And the state 

Department of Health and 
Human Services said it 
expanded the number of 
places where syringe ser-
vice, or needle exchange, 
programs are offered.

The programs can reduce 
the prevalence of diseases, 
provide overdose-reversal 
medications and increase 
the odds that partici-
pants will access recovery 
services.

“It should not be easier 
to get an opioid prescrip-
tion than it is to access 
treatment,” Dr. Joneigh 
Khaldun, the state’s chief 
medical executive, said 
during a news conference 
at the Forest Community 
Health Center in Lansing.

“Addiction is not a moral 
failing. Addiction is a dis-
ease,” Whitmer said. The 

good news, she said, is that 
it can be prevented and 
managed if is treated as a 
disease and if the stigma is 
eliminated.

The ad campaign will be 
the state’s first to directly 
address the stigma associ-
ated with people seeking 
treatment for addiction 
to prescription drugs or 
opioids such as heroin and 
illicitly made fentanyl. 

It will begin later this 
month and will include TV, 
radio, social media, online 
ads and billboards.

“People who feel shame 
and embarrassment about 
drug use are more likely 
to hide it. People who feel 
understanding and accep-
tance are more likely to get 
help,” said state Health 
and Human Services 

Department Director
Robert Gordon.

In 2017, the last year 
for which data is avail-
able, there were 2,686 
drug overdose deaths 
in Michigan, which was
13% more than the previ-
ous year. Of those 2,686
deaths, 2,053 were related
to opioid overdoses, which
was 15% more than in 2016.

The state has made some 
progress combatting the 
crisis.

A 2017 law that requires 
health providers and
pharmacists to check a 
prescription database 
before prescribing pain-
killers and other powerful 
drugs is credited with help-
ing to reduce the number of
dispensed opioid prescrip-
tions by 15% in 2018.

Whitmer said the goal
of lowering the number of 
opioid-related deaths by
50% in the next five years
is “absolutely doable. It 
will be tough. But we are 
up to this challenge, and 
the people of our state are 
expecting us to meet it.”

Whitmer seeks to cut opioid 
deaths in half within 5 years

“People who feel shame and embarrassment 
about drug use are more likely to hide it. People 
who feel understanding and acceptance are more 
likely to get help.” 

State Health and Human Services Department Director 
Robert Gordon
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